





» a anfce m j«aq. h* « e pagp oocd 
a debate oa a draft amoaomy a greem e n t with Baghdad, amid »g» of a 
b«w««' tfcc mam rebel flack. The Imp KanEstao Front, grouping 
_ dgfitparto7 wafrfne to ioea Satonlasr. to discuss the poet, «Wdk follows 
fowi inoams of iafea-witb Xbc nvenneffl (Mr pqe 2 ). Knrdksh sources 
said jtavfey; the meeting bad been rescheduled for Monday to give 
mdividtad j*rtit*-D»ore mne xo review the document and consult their 
members; Mas ^ hd - Be r /ani . head of the front rad the main negotiator 
vrith Baghdad, mid Reiners last week: '*! wiflVote for peso:. It w91 vote 
for a negotiated settlement. n But hs tong-time potkka t rival Jalel 
TaiabanU in an. inter v iew Saturday, set tana 1*0 basic d em a n d s not fully, 
cov e ted in die ds aft pact. "The ladudon of the city of Kiduk within the 
Kurdish swtonomoM region and the estabSshmenr of democracy in Iraq is 
our wimwri itentawd , " . Mr. Tubtam dunum of the Patriotic Utrion of 
Ktetiiaan (PUKJ, said. ■'Kjrkui is our Jerusalem, We wiU never accept it 
. as u Imp aty or bus. Arab rity.” said Mr. Talabani from his party 
badquoten in SuqUwa. “Oa this iherc.wiQ.be no compromise." 
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U.N. chief due hi Tehran 

NICOSIA (R) — United Nations Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar is to visit Iran to discuss reparations from the Iran-Iraq war. 
Iranian Foieigo Minister Ali Akbar Velayad said in remarks published 
Sunday. He told ban's Jomhuri Eslami newspaper that Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar would visit Iran “in the near future to discuss, among other things, 
the issue of war reparations. U.N. experts visited Iran this year to assess 
d ama g e from the 1980-88 conflict which Iranian officials have estimated at 
up to a trillion dollars. The minister’s remarks made no mention of any 
other topics Mr. Perez de Cuellar might digancn in Iran- Nor did it give 
any date for his visit. The U.N. chief has been on holiday in Portugal and 
was due in Geneva Sunday. Mr. Perez de Cuellar is crying to arrange an 
e x c han ge of Arabs held by Israel for Western hostages in Lebanon, many 
of them detained by pro-Iranian groups. Iran has accused the United 
States and Israel of delaying the exchange by failing to respond with 
goodwill to the release of two hostages. Briton John McCarthy and 
American Edward TYacy, who were freed in Lebanon two weeks ago. 
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Jordan, PLO to set up panel to 


«p« 


work out joint negotiating stand 

US? King, Arafat discuss Mideast peace conference 


By Lands K. Andonl 
and Nenaeen Murad 


t ^ * # Jordan Times Staff Reporters 
r”’ akUb AMMAN — His, Majesty King 
aave <W Hussein and Palestine Liberation 
^ to f Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Uj fa Yasser Ara fat held talks Sunday 
on efforts to convene an intema- 

* u dona! peace conference and the 
®ore in J possible form a tion of a joint 

Tbej j. J ordan lan-Palestin ian negotiating 

* to j. team. 

■OQmort- The two sides, according to the 
a incia^ Jordan News Agency. Petra, de- 
eighi-yeJ tided to “continue consultations 
of Briuft.witii the aim of ensuring the 
riches success of the international peace 
of. “ conference aid the impfexnenta- 
irinve^tion of United Nations Security 
ft-orthJrCouocfl resolutions, especially 
lontbf^Roohitioe 242." 

Wa]^ ' Foreign Minister Abdullah En- 
0 i ty^scur toW the Jordan Tones that 
g-gg^ythe PLO had not- delivered its 
S^fmal decision concerning a joint 
i-__ T^Jordanian-Patestiman delegation 
the conference. : 

“Clearly they have not taken a 
nTH <kdsiOELbul the process for 
, J taking the decision is tinder way,” 
‘V^Dr. Ensour said. ' 

He said that neither the Jorda- 
va ^n|nian government nor the PLO 
^ ‘T i'were pressuring each other on 
anwo&sany issue, butthar both rides 
. . were seeking a bass for coopera- 
BS lalfttjon. “They are not here to press . 
SeS 50 us anyfemg norare we to press 
m them anything, bat since die 
A hurjhi^hject is of a jojmdefegation a 
ice jQ^^omnion ground is needed,”pr. 
JiwlwJai^ ,,SOTr -caqsimiied. 
yea Alee. Weil-placed sources dose to 
^^jp^unday’s meeting said tint the 

barbs a T:~ “ 

*tsnhe 
k stec of? 

Oiihiwik 

£i.anl 
.ou «dl 
led,"*!? 



fibs Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hons with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in Amman Sunday 
(Petra photo) 


two rides had agreed to form an 
action committee to work out “a 
joint negotiating position.” 

The PLO, the sources said, is 
seeking a joint Jordanian-PLO 
negotiating position to serve as a 
nucleus for an Arab negotiating 
stance to enhance Palestinian de- 
mands for American guarantees. 

Both Jordan and die Palesti- 
nians have been seeking guaran- 
tees from the U.S. government 
that the proposed October con- 
ference will lead to the imple- 
mentatioa-of Security Council re- 
solutions calling for -an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Arab terri- 
tories occupied is 1967. 

FLO officials have repeatedly 
u$Kcaied that the organisation’s 
acceptance of a joint delegation 
hinges on the U.S. readiness to 


provide the Arab sides with 
guarantees of Israeli withdrawal 
and recognition of the Palestinian 
national rights. 

A PLO source told the Jordan 
Times prior to Sunday’s meetings 
that if Jordan and the PLO were 
able to reach a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian position and there 
were guarantees that the interna- 
tional conference wflj aim at ap- 
plying the U.N. resolutions, the 
form of Palestinian participation 
will not be an issue. 

“We are more concerned about 
substantive issues rather than 
modalities.” he said. 

The U.S. and Israel refuse to 
include the PLO directly in the 
suggested peace conference and 
insist that other non-PLO Palesti- 
nians take part in a joint 


Jordanian- Palestinian delegation. 
It also rules out Arab East Jeru- 
salem Palestinians in the delega- 
tion. 

The PLO insists cm naming the 
Palestinian delegates and defin- 
ing the Palestinian side’s nego- 
tiating position- Jordanian offi- 
cials have said on several occa- 
sions that the Palestinian side will 
negotiate the Palestinian dimen- 
sion of the Arab-lsraeli conflict 
and that Jordan will support any 
decision the Palestinians will 
take. 

The PLO is trying to get the 
major frontline states which will 
take part in the conference to 
meet to agree on a negotiating 
position prior to the peace con- 
ference. Jordan has welcomed 
the suggestion but the Syrian and 
Egyptian positions remain un- 
clear despite assertions by some 
PLO officials that Cairo and 
Damascus had accepted the prop- 
osal. according to Arab diplo- 
ma ts. 

Tbe King's talks with Mr. Ara- 
fat on Sunday were attended on 
the Jordanian side by Prime 
Minister Taher Masri, Royal 
Court Chief Sberif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, King Hussein’s Political 
Advisor Adnan Abu Odeh and 
Foreign Minister Ensour. 

The Palestinian side included 
PLO Executive Committee-mem- 
bers Mahmoud Abbas. Abdul 
Razzaq Ai Yahya, Yasser Abed 
Rabbo. Abdullah Hourani, Sulai- 
man Najjab, Mohammad Milhem 
and Eha Khouri and the Palesti- 
nian ambassador to Jordan. 




seen trying to save 
in shrinking union 


deal future, his spokesman said. 

Presidential spokesman Vitaly 
Ignatenko said the speech Mon- 
day would offer Mr. Gorbachev’s 
first complete analyses of last 
week’s faded coup d'etat and put 


aid. MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
! nncsritYesideut : Mikhail Gorbachev 
nude to-?et Sunday with tap reformers as 
"Heisfie prepared * major speech to 
and sD®je Supreme 'Soviet legislature 
ever dedciat will outline the- nation's pofr- 
15 ttM tI L ■ - ■ 

rjnSYdtsin: Gorbachev must share blame 

VfOSCXJW ?R) — Russian leader Boris Yeltsin said Sunday that 
. Soviet Prerideut Mikhail Gorbachev had to share the blame for last 
ff pKwveek’s faded coup because it was the Kremlin leader’s handpicked 
A lilies who. organised the .plot. 

#iacfl _ Mr. Yeftrin fold a teJevtskm interviewer that he_supported Mr. 
Cube 3orbacbev , s decision to step down as Communist Party chief and 
.ina party property over to state authorities. But this, he said, did 
for earlier errors in judgement. 

1 HeJr !f “Yoy c&thpt absolve him of his guflt m the coup,” he said. “Who 
uilty ®^mse die officials? He: fid. Who confirmed them? He fid. He was 
n ^® n O^IV^:dosbM’ , pec^»le. Almost all the cabinet members. 
Tondi <nhey betrayed him. Qe chose them himself.” 
will The ei^tdieinber emergency committee which tried to remove 
tnero^ilr. Gorbachev last week included his top appointees, among them 
[^u3iv r os prune nmnsfer, defence and interior ministers and the head of 
■e>cs 1 ®he KGB security police. 

,^d the Ofier top officrab deemed to have supported foe coup or to have 

jjnioW® ^pfltitesoed .hayie^ rince ■ stepped down, including Foreign Minister 
. jgjj. Ho Alexander Bessmerfoykh. 

[tv ciro*r Mr. YdMn, 1 who played the pivotal role in ozganisiag resistance 
the takeover, said Gorbachev’s resignation as party general 
qcl 2 fflbcretaiy jifeefoeless rifowed that he "had made Ms choice.” 
Lsiuatf ' “I hadtieya beft»e seen htm like that in terms of his attitude to 
j ^ acc^ey rrf«E*i't& de»skais, to appointments,” he said. 


forward plans developed by Mr. 
Gorbachev, Russian Federation 
President Boris Yeltsin and Rus- 
sian Prime Minister Ivan Silayev. 

But now Mr. Gorbachev’s 
greatest challenge is coming from 
the left, where Mr. Yeltsin has 
issued a series of decrees expand- 
ing his own power at the Kremlin 
leader’s expense. 

“Gorbachev will remain m 
office, but only as a figurehead — 
like foe king of England," said 
Viktoria Mitina, a radical dose to 
Mr. Yeltsin. 

In an apparent further fallout 
from foe coup. Marshal Sergei 
Akhromeyev, former Soviet 
armed forces chief of staff and 
personal military adviser to Mr. 
Gorbachev, has committed 
suicide, a presidential spokesman 
said Sunday. 

Marshal Akhromeyev, 68, 
formerly the chief of staff of the 
Soviet armed forces, bad express- 
ed hardline views on foreign and 
domestic relations, but was not 
known to have taken part in the 
coup attempt. 

(Continued 00 page 5) 


Polisario 
denies army 
has captured 
its HQ 

ALGIERS (R) — Polisario guer- 
rillas Sunday denied that Moroc- 
can troops trad captured the town 
they tee as their headquarters in 
their battle for the independence 
of Western Sahara. 

Hakim Ibrahim, Algiers repre- 
sentative of the Polisario, was 
earlier quoted by the official 
Algerian news agency APS as 
saying Moroccan troops were in 
Bir Lahkm. 

But foe Polisario Front, in a 
statement issued later in Algiers, 
"formally denied information 
that die front’s headquarters had 
fallen into foe hands of Moroccan 
forces.” 

The statement said Moroccan 
forces were advancing towards 
waterhotes where civilians were 
sheltering. 

The United Nations is hoping 
to arrange a ceasefire in the 
former Spanish colony on Sept. 6 
between the Polisario and Moroc- 
co, which administers four-fifths 
of the territory. 

(Cottfomed from page 2) 




*haraa: Soviet coup could have derailed Mideast talks 


pdny 


uci fi^ ^ASCU5 (AP) — Foreign 
-uti’'"*— tt—__ — ' ' 1 Sun- 


®*?**ek's political up- 
10T? E - Vi the Soviet Union would 

‘ y tfd^anpede aMfofie.East peace 

■ffltv $ sfl ^ tife meeting is still 
°«bt because-of Israel’s posi- 
on Palesti n ian represen ta- 

interview, 
I the Bush 


a 


_ ride in the peace 

‘^ce ^ foSoBons Ait 
.00. administra tion 

ufl j fit* _ «as abbot IsraeTs security 
I^^TradeceiBora, M6-. Sharaa 

e 'iV^ Sharaasaid drat' if the coup 

ftowJeM Wfikhafi Gor- 


^ Ia iuoweded, there 

3s have jbwn^ a. Mat in the 
^ process :V-' 

0* jjjfte Americans would not be 
0l 4 t ® a miderstaiKi- 
iUis these people,” Mr. Shar- 

itt&l raring to foe coop’s 

ief ^ WR. . • 

be a genome desire by 

1 j States to push forward 

ace process,” he said. “The 

jfl- - ... >'■- 


new situation in the Soviet Union 
will not be an obstacle." 

Mr. Sharaa said for the prop- 
osed U.S.- and Soviet-sponrored 
peace conference to be held. 
Israel must drop preconditions on 
who will represent the Palesti- 
nians. Israel has demanded that 
foe Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) not have even an 
indirect role and that Palestinians 
from Arab East Jerusalem be 
excukJed. 

The foreign minister said East 
Jerusalem should be considered 
like foe other occupied lauds. He 
said Syria’s view was that the 
Palestinians must deckle what 
role they will play in die peace 
conference. 

He noted that foe Palestinians 
have made two major concessions 
towards a peace conference, 
agreeing that foe PLO would not 
be directly represented and that 
Palestinians appear in a joint 
.delegation with Jordan. 

Mr. Sharaa maintained foal 
Israel 'was trying to exclude the 
Palestinians. "This is unfair and 
wOl not lead to peace,” he said. 

Ho added he particularly ob- 


jected to the argument that the 
PLO’s pro-Iraqi stand m the Gulf 
war should somehow diminish the 
Palestinians’ right to self- 
determiniation. 

“O.K., PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat made a mistake; but what 
about foe Palestinians?” be said. 

Wien it was pointed out that 
Israel says it objects to foe PLO 
because its charter calls for the 
"destruction of Israel,” Mr. Shar- 
aa responded: "Israel wants to 
destroy foe Palestinian people. 
This is not a one-way street.” 

He said Syria maintained tile 
belief that the peace conference 
should be based on the land-for- 
peace principle expressed in U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338. This follows the legal 
principle prohibiting foe acquisi- 
tion of land by war, Mr. Sharaa 
said. 

Asked if President George 
Bash’s administration seemed 
more even handed in the Middle 
East conflict than post U.S. gov- 
ernments, Mr. Sharaa said.: ’The' 
Bush administration, like any 
other, cares very much about foe 
security of IsracL We have no 


Oluskms about that.’’ 

But be added, "What is posi- 
tive about this administration is 
that it’s foe first to talk a boat a 
compreahensive settlement when 
pevious administrations talked 
about partial solutions.” 

He said the Bush administra- 
tion "also has rightly discovered 
that it cannot gain respect and 
credibility if it does not address 
the Arab-lsraeli conflict and the 
Israeli occupation in a serious 
way.” 

Otherwise, be said, Arabs will 
see the U.S. position against Iraq 
as an attempt to destroy an Arab 
country and not a stand against a 
violation of international law. 

Mr. Sharaa compared Israeli 
Prime Minister Yinfoak Shamir’s 
refusal to give up occupied terri- 
tory with President .Saddam Hus- 
sein’s rejection erf UJ4. resolu- 
tions calling for Iran's withdrawal 
from Kuwait. But he added the 
world did not share that view. 

“There is no international con- 
sensus against S hamir tike there 
was against Saddam Hussein. But 
there will be cue, we hope, in foe 
future,” Mr, Sharaa said. 


House passes law on State Security Court 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament Sunday 
approved a law clearing foe 
way for tire creation of a state 
security court to deal with 
capita] crimes involving nation- 
al security, treason and drug 
trafficking. 

The approval of foe law 
came after the House, which 
met under the chairmanship of 
Speaker Abdol Latif Arabiyat, 
held a through discussion of 
the various articles of the law 
and the recommendations of 
the Legal Committee of foe 
House. 

The law stipulates that foe 
Council of Ministers may 
establish one of more state 
security courts upon the re- 
commendation of the justice 
minister. Tlie court should 
have a three-member panel of 
civilian judges of a minimum 
level of grade two. It can also 
include two military judges — 
with a minimum rank of col- 
onel and possessing a qual- 
ifying degree in law. 

In the context of foe Petra 
Bank cases, which are being 
tried by a military court (see 


page 3), foe law says foal foe 
military court will continue to 
try the cases and the court's 
verdict will be final and not 
subject to appeal at the Court 
of Cassation. 

The military court’s verdicts 
will be presented to the prime 
minister for his final decision . 

The State Security Court will 
have foe authority to try milit- 
ary personnel and civilians ac- 
cused of any crime affecting 
national security on the exter- 
nal as well as internal levels as 
provided for in articles 107 to 
117 and 13S to 139 of the Penal 
Code of 1960. 

The court will also hear 
cases involving crimes commit- 
ted in vilation of Law No: 50 of 
1971 on protection of the 
state’s secrets and document as 
well as forgery of currency as 
provided in articles 239 to 252 
of the Pan a] Code. 

The corut will also deal with 
crimes involving drug traffick- 
ing as well as firearms. 

The House derided to delete 
a paragraph in foe draft law 
referring to crimes seriously 
affecting the economic security 


of the country such as viola- 
tions of financial, economic, 
banking and customs regula- 
tions. 

The deputies also amended 
the draft law to give the minis- 
ter of justice the right to desig- 
nate a prosecutor-general or 
deputy prosecutor-gen ral for 
foe State Security Court. The 
minister was also given foe 
right to designate one or more 
attorney generals as foe attor- 
ney genera] of foe State Secur- 
ity Court in accordance with 
the authorities vested in them 
under Penal Proceedings Law 
No: 9 of 1961 or any other law 
replacing it. 

The court’s rulings should 
have unanimous endorsement 
of foe panel of judges or at 
least a majority endorsement 
The verdicts shall be subject to 
appeals at the Court of Cassa- 
tion within 30 days of the date 
of tire firs ruling. 

In cases where the 
prosecutor-general demands 
the death sentence or jail sent- 
ences for periods more than 10 
years, foe verdict of foe State 
Security Court will be referred 


to foe Court of Cassation along 
with the case file within 30 days 
of the verdict. 

A mandatory panel of five 
judges at the Court of Cassa- 
tion will review the cases. The 
Court of Cassation can either 
endorse the ruling in light of 
evidence produced m court or 
reject the ruling as it finds fit. 

If the State Security Court 
acquits any defendant, 
the Court of Cassation cannot 
find the person guilty on 
appeal without fresh hearings 
and proceedings. 

If the Court of Cassation 
finds any violation or mistakes 
in the State Security Court's 
proceedings then it' has the 
right to turn down foe ruling 
and return to the State Security 
Court with instxuctms for trial. 

In all cases the verdicts 
issued by tire Court of Cassa- 
tion will be final. 

During Sunday's session, the 
Lowr House accepted the res- 
ignations of Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Ensour from the 
Financial Committee and Man- 
sour Murad from foe Legal 
Committee. 


Israeli ministers want to postpone peace conference 


TEL AVIV (R) — Hardline 
Israeli ministers asked the cabinet 
Sunday to delay the Middle East 
peace conference planned for 
October because of instability in 
tire Soviet Union. 

The proposal was rejected. 

“We have to pos tp one the 
October conference until some- 
where in 1992 because of what 
happened in foe Soviet Union,” 
far-right Minister without Port- 
folio Rebavan Zeevi told repor- 
ters after the meeting. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker has made six trips to the 
Middle East to arrange peace 


talks between Israel and its arch 
foe Syria. Lebanon. Jordan, 
Egypt and foe Golf states have 
also agreed to attend. 

Mr. Zeevi said Palestinian sup- 
port for last week’s coup against 
Mikhail Gorbachev has another 
reason to delay the conference. 

A number of Israeli ministers 
have pointed at praise for the 
coup attempt from Palestinians. 
Libya and Iraq as a sign of 
continuing antagonism to Israel. 

Two other ministers in the 20- 
man cabinet have asked for a 
delay in peace folks since the 
bungled coup -collapsed. 


Science and Energy Minister 
Yuval Neeman and Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon earlier this 
month voted with Mr. Zeevi 
against Israel’s conditional assent 
to the talks. 

Mr. Neeman Friday demanded 
Israel reconsider attending over 
what be said was Syria’s opposi- 
tion to Israeli participation in a 
regional water conference to be 
hosted by Turkey in November. 

Mr. Sharon and Saturday the 
United States had reneged on the 
key point that Israel wiD not talk 
peace with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) because 


it had refused to leave the talks if 
foe Palestinian team declared 
affiliation with the PLO. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
said in an interview Friday the 
failed coup spurred hopes for 
Middle East peace but it was 
difficult to determine if the con- 
ference would begin on time. 

He demanded the Soviet Un- 
ion, which is to co-sponsor a 
conference with the United 
States, resume full diplomatic re- 
lations with Israel before peace 
talks go forward. He said Arabs 
still had problems to resolve. 
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Iran: Turkey should leave Iraq 


NICOSIA (K) — Iran says Tur- 
key should withdraw its troops 
from northern Iraq where they 
are establishing a buffer zone to 
deter cross-border raids by Kur- 
. dish guerrillas. 

In a wide-ranging interview 
published Sunday in Iran's 
Jomburi Eslami newspaper, Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati said Iraq's territorial in- 
tegrity had to be preserved. 

Iran was the key to regional 
■ security, he declared. 

■ Mr. Velayati said Iran, which 

• ■ held vast areas of Iraq during the 
.-eight-year Iran-Iraq war, de- 

* nounosd the occupation of Iraqi 

! .land “whether it is (by) Turkey or 
another country,” the Iranian 
news agency IRNA reported. 

“Disintegration of Iraq will not 
. be to the advantage of any coun- 
try, even Turkey," the paper 
quoted him as saying. 

Tmkey, which sent troops into 
'northern Iraq earlier this month 
to seek out rebel bases, is creat- 
! ing a buffer zone to protect itself 
'from incursions by guerrillas of 
;the Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK) who have been fighting 
for autonomy for Turkish Kurds 
since 1984. 

Commenting on the presence 
in Turkey of a U.S.-led rapid 
reaction force, chraged with pro- 
tecting Iraqi Kurds, Mr. Velayati 


Polisario 
denies report 

(Continued from page 1) 

But fighting in the 15-year con- 
flict has flared this month after a 
lull of nearly two years. Both 
Rabat and the Polisario have sent 
envoys to U.N. Security Council 

- 'members to discuss the peace 

- plan. Morocco wants the process 
’postponed. 

* The ceasefire is to be followed 
in January by a referendum in 
which Western Sahara inhabi- 
tants will choose between inde- 
pendence or integration with 
Morocco. 

Mr. Hakim was quoted earlier 
by APS as saying: “Moroccan 
forces have penetrated into the 
. Saharan town of Bir Lahlou and 
hundreds of civilians have fled 
the region into waterless areas 
‘ where they risk dying of thirst.” 

Bir Lahlou is 40 kilometres 
north of the Mauritanian border 
in the northeast corner of the 
territory and outside Moroccan 
defensive walls that run for 1,500 
kilometres along the Algerian 
and Mauritanian borders. 

The Rabat government says 
Moroccan troops are carrying out 
mopping up operations against 
the guerrillas in a noman’s land. 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 
, ! Perez de Cuellar told journalists 
Sunday on arriving in Geneva 
.. that he would like the Sept. 6 
. ceasefire date to hold despite the 
. fighting. 


said Iran opposed the presence of 
foreign forces in the region. 

Tehran, which denounced the 
Iraqi invasion and seven-month 
occupation of Kuwait, was equal- 
ly damning in its criticism of the 
presence of Western forces in the 
Gulf who led operations to recap- 
ture the emirate at the end of 
February. 

IRNA, received in Cyprus, 
said Mr. Velayati stressed that 
Iran had a major role to play in 
the security of the Gulf and said 
the six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCQ was well aware of 
this. 

“They (the GCC states) have 
somehow come to the conclusion 
that they must seek Iran’s coop- 
eration, or else it will be impossi- 
ble to defend regional security,” 
Mr. Velayati was quoted as 
saying. 

The GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain, 
Qatar and the United Arab Emi- 
rates — have a mutual defence 
pact but it failed to deter Iraq 
from invading Kuwait. 

Soon after Iraq's armies left 
Kuwait, the emirate's leaders 
drew up a declaration with their 
key Arab allies Egypt and Syria 
aimed at forming a pan-Arab 
defence force to fill the vacuum- 
caused by the departure of West- 


ern forces from the region. 

Hie proposed pact has col- 
lapsed following several months 
of wrangling over the cost, size 
and role of the force. 

The Gulf Arab states bankrol- 
led Iraq during the eight-year 
Iran-Iraq war which was halted 
by a U.N.-brokered ceasefire 
three years ago. 

Iraq and Iran made peace soon 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait. 

Relations between Tehran and 
Baghdad deteriorated after the 
Gulf war when Iraq accused Iran 
of backing an abortive Shi'ite 
rebellion in southern Iraq. 

A high-level Iraqi team is pre- 
sently in Iran on a fence-mending 
exercise. 

IRNA said issues being discus- 
sed included the dredging of the 
Shatt A1 Arab waterway, the 
demarcation of the border be- 
tween the two countries and the 
fate of prisoners of war still held 
following the end of the Iraq-Iran 
war. 

The agency quoted Mr. 
Velayati as saying it was up to the 
United Nations to decide whether 
to return Iraqi warplanes flown to 
Iran to escape allied attack during 
the Gulf war. 

The West says 148 Iraqi fight- 
ers and bombers were flown to 
Iran. 


Pace of Soviet change could 
aid Afghan settlement 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — The gov- 
ernment said Sunday the stunning 
pace of change sweeping the 
Soviet Union help bring a settle- 
ment to the 13-year-old war in 
A fghan istan. 

Against the backdrop of the 
dramatic upheaval in the Soviet 
Union, a meeting between Pakis- 
tan, Iran and Afghan guerrillas 
fighting to topple successive 
Communist-style governments m 
Kabul will begin Tuesday in 
Tehran. 

“The events in the Soviet Un- 
ion can’t hurt the peace talks and 
could possibly help them,” Fore- 
ign Secretary Shahaiyar M. Khan 
fold reporters. 

Russian Republic President 
Boris Yeltsin's soaring influence 
in the Soviet Union is seen by 
some Af ghans as a catalyst that 
conld end the war. 

“There is a greater possibility 
of direct negotiations between 
the Soviet Union and the Mu- 
jabedeen now,” said Mr. Mihaj, 
a spokesman for the guerrilla 
groups based in Pakistan. Like 
most Afghans, he uses only one 
name. 

The resistance wants direct 
talks with Moscow, refusing to 
negotiate with the Kabul govern- 
ment that it labels “a Soviet 
puppet.” 

Last month, the Russian Re- 
public's foreign minister, Nikolai 
Kozyrev, met guerrilla leaders in 


Pakistan. But sources said the 
two sides had only enough time to 
re-state their positions before the 
hour-long meeting ended. 

Mr. Yeltsin opposed Moscow’s 
decision to send the Red Army to 
Afghanistan in December 1979 
and lobbied fiercely for its with- 
drawal nine years later. 

Earlier this year, he even 
offered to hold direct talks with 
insurgents and issued notice to 
Moscow that the aid pipeline for 
the Russian Republic to Kabul 
was drying up. 

The Kre mlin sends more titan 
$300 million in military and 
humanitarian aid to Kabul, most 
of it from the Russian Republic. 

The biggest stumbling block in 
the latest diplomatic effort to find 
a political solution to Afghanistan 
has been the post-war role of 
Afghan President Najibuliah. 

The Tehran talks are aimed at 
bringing the feuding guerrilla fac- 
tions together to come up with a 
peace plan. But at least one 
Pakistan-based group has refused 
jo attend tiie talks to protest what 
"it claims is Iran’s attempts to 
export its Shiite Islamic revolu- 
tion to Afghanistan. 

Most Afghans belong to the 
Sunni sect of Islam. 

The talks are based on a five- 
point U.N. plan that calls for a 
simultaneous arms cutoff and 
ceasefire and intra-Afghan dia- 
logue. 


Kuwait’s 
Ahmadi 
refinery 
to resume 
operation 

AHMADI, Kuwait (R) — 
Kuwait's biggest refinery, wreck- 
ed by the Gulf war, is set to 
resume work this week, enabling 
the emirate to halt imports of 
almost all refined products, offi- 
cials said Sunday. 

Reopening the Ahmadi refin- 
ery will be a milestone in 
Kuwait’s recovery from Iraq's in- 
vasion of Aug. 2 last year, when 
the refinery had a .capacity of 
370,000 bpd. f 

The officials said it would open 
within the next few days but 
could not be more precise. 

Deprived of staff and crude, it 
ceased functioning when Iraq in- 
vaded and was damaged in the 
U.S.-led campaign that freed the 
emirate in February this year. 

Initial output would be 110,000 
barrels per day (bpd), enough to 
meet domestic demand for diesel, 
jet fuel, kerosene and fuel for 
power and desalination plants. 

But the emirate mil still have 
to improt small quantities of pet- 
rol, the officials said. 

Exports of refined products 
will resume at the end of the year 
when the Mina A1 Abdullah re- 
finery, south of Ahmadi, 
Kuwait’s oil capital goes back on i 
stream. , 

Workers at Ahmadi are putting 
the final touches to the crude 
distillation unit (CDU) Number 
4, the first of the three units to 
become operational. 

Renovation work on the other 
two units, scheduled to go on 
stream in June 1992, has not even 
started. 

One has a completely wrecked 
control room and the chimneys of : 
the others are riddled with bullet 
and bomb holes. 

“CUD Number 4 will enable us 
to meet most of the local de- 
mand. There will be little need 
for imports of refined products,” 
said Adel A1 Sharhan, loss pre- 
vention manager at Ahmadi re- 
finery. 

Iraqi troops barricaded them- 
selves inride the refinery during 
fighting with allied troops. 

Pipelines, which once carried 
refined products to waiting ships 
at the south pier, were knocked 
out. 

The north pier, now an inlet for 
petroleum imports, remains in- 
tact and win In future be used to 
export refined products. 

Mr. Sharhan said debris and 
unxploded ammunition from the 
war had hampered repairs. “We 
spent four months clearing ordn- 
ance.” 

The two CUDs at Mina A1 
Abdullah emerged from the war 
unscathed* 


Iraqi Kurds discuss 
draft autonomy pact 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Kur- 
dish leaders are meeting in the 
northern resort of Shaqlawa to 
decide whether to accept an 
autonomy accord with Baghdad 
after four months of talks, the 
pro-government Kurdish daily A1 
Iraq said Sunday. 

It said the Iraqi Kurdistan 
Front, led by Massoud Baizani, 
started discusring a draft pact “to 
arrive at a final agreement which 
will consolidate national unity 
and the autonomous rule in the 
Kurdistan region.” 

Mr. Baizani, leader of the Kur- 
dish Democratic Party and bead 
of the eight-party front, told Reu- 
ters in the northern town of 
Diyanah Wednesday: “I will vote 
for peace. I will vote for a negoti- 
ated settlement.” 

Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 
invited Kurdish leaders to Bagh- 
dad for autonomy talks in ApriL 

Jalal Talabani, leader of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
started the talks and Mr. Barzani, 
whose name is synonymous with 
Kurdish nationalism, then took 
the lead in the negotiations. 

President Saddam’s deputy, 
Tjaat Ibrahim, led the govern- 
ment negotiating team and said 


last week the pact was a “real- 
ity” 

But hundreds of thousands of 
Kurds who fled to the Turkish 
and I ranian frontiers after a re- 
bellion was crashed want to know 
what deal is strode before decid- 
ing to return to their homes. 

Iraq's National Assembly 
Saturday seemed to have re- 
moved one obstacle by approving 
changes to a law wfakfa will allow 
new political parties. 

The assembly dropped a provi- 
sion H annin g any party whose 
ideology clashed with that of the 
r uling Baath Party, which stands 
for socialism, Arab untiy and a 
hard line on Israel. 

No Kurdish party calls for 
Arab unity, but the new clause in 
the law stipulates that any party 
should not “adopt a hostile stand 
to the legitimate aspirations of 
the Arab Nation... to achieve 
Arab solidarity and unity.” 

It also changed a provision 
banning any party from estab- 
lishing contacts with any 'foreign 
ride” to any “foreign govern- 
ment” in a move to allow some 
Kurdish parties to maintain con- 
tacts with non-Iraqi Kurdish 
groups. 


Turkish guide said to 
have killed journalists 


LONDON (AP) — British news- 
papers reported Sunday that a 
Turkish man has admitted tiffing 
two British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC) journalists be 
escorted into northern Iraq in 
March. 

But the reports said Hashim 
Ciftd had no information about 
Rosanna Della Casa, the third 
member of the BBC Television 
crew who is musing. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said two Scotland Yard detectives 
returned from Turkey and north- 
ern Iraq late last week and have 
submitted a report of their inves- 
tigations into the deaths of BBC 
cameraman Nick Della Casa and 
his brother-in-law, soundman 
Charles Maxwell. 

The spokesman refused to give 
details of the report and Scotland 
Yard declined to comment. 

But the Sunday Times and the 
Observer newspapers reported 
that Mr. Ciftd had confessed to 
the killings to the Scotland Yard 
detectives. 

The bodies of the two men... 
were found in northeastern Iraq 
on May 23 by Royal Marines who 
flew the bodies back to Britain. 

The newspapers reported that 
Mr. Ciftd said he did not harm 
Mr. Della Casa’s wife, Rosanna, 
who was last seen by journalists 
around March 30 m Dotauk, Iraq, 
with Mr. Maxwell and her bus- 
band. 


The Observer identified Mr. 
Gftti as a 23-year-old smuggler, 
while the Sunday Times de- 
scribed him as an 18-year-old 
guide. 

Both papers said he was being 
held by the Kurdistan Democra- 
tic Party. 

Mr. Ciftd reportedly aban- 
doned Mis. Della Casa in the 
mountains of no them Iraq after 
he shot dead the two men follow- 
ing an argue ment over his fees. 
The Sunday Times said Mr. Oftri 
shot the men with the semiauto- 
matic rifle the team carried for 
their protection. 

The Sunday Times said that 
when he returned 12 hours later 
to rob the dead men of their 
cameras and money Mrs. Della 
Casa was gone. 

The Observer said Kurdistan 
Democratic Party officials believe 
Mis. Della Casa, 31, may have 
been killed by animals. 

“We are still hopeful that 
Rosanna is alive. We just hope 
and p/ay. that she got in with 
another lot of Kurds who looked 
after her.” the Sunday Times 
quoted her mother. Marigold 
Curling, as saying. 

The BBC last heard from the 
crew on ■ March 23 when they 
were in Yuksekova, Turkey and 
planning to cross the border into 
northern Iraq to cover the Kur- 
dish rebellion. 


U.N.-brokered hostage exchange complicated by demands 


BEIRUT (R) — Demands by 
. Iran and Israel have slowed U.N. 

. efforts to broker a swap of Weri- 
■ era hostages in Lebanon for hun- 
dreds of Arabs held by the Jewish 
state, diplomats said Sunday. 

They said they had heard of no 
breakthrough since kidnappers 
freed Briton John McCrathy and 
American Edward Tracy in 
Beirut and proposed a swap to 
U.N. Chief Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar two weeks ago. 
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"There is something wrong 
somewhere,” said a diplomat 
close to the Western hostage 
issue. “Various parties are in- 
terfering in an attempt to win 
something for themselves by 
these contacts.” 

“All of diem cannot possibly 
be satisfied. Some demands are 
going to have to be dropped 
entirely, or reduced, or else this 
process win gradually run into a 
dead end,” the diplomat added. 

The diplomats said problems 
included Iran’s renewed demand 
for evidence of the fate of four 
Iranians stopped at Lebanese 
Forces (LF) militia checkpoint 
north of Beirut in 1982. 

LF leaders have said they were 
all killed. Some diplomats said 
that they believed the four bodies 
could not be recovered. 

“Iran knows they are dead but 
raised this again for domestic 
reasons and as part of the nego- 
tiating game,” said a senior West- 
ern envoy.” I hope Tehran will 
drop this issue in the end.” 

The pro-Iranian kidnappers 


who are believed to hold at least 
seven Westerners in Lebanon de- 
mand that Israel release hundreds 
of Arab and Palestinian prisoners 
in exchange for the hostages. 

But another group of kidnap- 
pers bolding two German hos- 
tages wants to seefirc the release 
of two Lebanese brothers jailed 
in Germany as its payment for 
taking part in a U.N.-brokered 
swap. 

Pro-Iranian Muslim fun- 
damentalist sources in Beirut says 
that no more Western hostages 
will be freed until Israel sets free 
at least some of its Arab prisoners 
as a sign of goodwill. 

Iranian President Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani accused the 
United Stales and Israel Saturday 
of delaying a swap by failing to 
respond with goodwill to Mr. 
McCarthy’s and Mr. Tracy’s re- 
lease. 

Pro-Iranian political sources 
said Mr. Rafsanjani appeared to 
be involved in a balancing act — 
pushing for a gesture to keep the 
kidnappers cooperative without 


doting the door on an exchange. 

“The United States is not using 
its influence for the release of the 
hostages. Therefore, we suspect 
the U.S. as well as Israel ... the 
U.S. and Israel are under ques- 
tion,” he said. 

Israel wants seven of its ser- 
vicemen missing in Lebanon or 
their remains included in an ex- 
change. But meeting Israel’s de- 
mand for evidence of their fate 
before even a partial release is a 
problem to be solved. 

The diplomats said a method, 
acceptable to both Israel and the 
groups holding the Israelis or 
their remains, had to be set np for 
any evidence to be handed to the 
Jewish state. 

An Israeli defence ministry 
spokesman said Saturday that 
Israel had received no new in- 
formation about the servicemen. 

A Muslim fundamentalist lead- 
er in Beirut said last Sunday 
pro- Iranian militants were seek- 
ing information about Ron Arad, 
a navigator seen alive after his 


plane was shot down in Lebanon 
in 1986. 

But there is also a complete 
lack of news about a three-man 
Israeli tank crew, which dis- 
appeared in a battle in June 1982. 

The Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine has the 
body of one Israeli bat has de- 
manded that Palestinian de- 
tainees in Israel are included in 
any prisoner-for-bostages ex- 
change. — 

Relatives of priosners taken by 
the LF during Lebanon’s civil war 
have accused the militia of re- 
cently pasting them on to Israel. 
They want them included in 
negotiations for a swap. 

Pro-Iranian political sources 
said they were awaiting the return 
to Beirut of a top delegation from 
the pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party 
of God) which arrived in Tehran 
eight days ago. 

Hizbollah denies any involve- 
ment in hostage-taking but is 
believed to be an umbrella for the 
kidnappers of Westerns. 


The team is led by Hizbollah 
Secretary-General Sheikh Abbas 
Musawi and has discussed with 
Iranian officials chances for an 
exchange as well as the move- 
ment's future policies' in Leba- 
non. 

Swiss Deputy Foreign Minister 
Klaus Jacobi, believed to be acting 
for Mr. Perez de Cuellar, discus- 
sed the hostage problem with 
officials in Tehran on the same 
day the Hizbollah team arrived. 

Diplomats said Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar had also charged U.N. 
envoy Gtandomenico Picco with 
clarifying the demands of some 
of the parties and working out 
those vital to an exchange, prob- 
ably to be overseen by the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
.Cross. 

An Israeli foreign ministry 
spokesman said Saturday Mr. 
Picco visited Israel in the past 
week for talks on a hostage swap. 

Israel Television said Mr. Picco 
apparently intended to travel on 
to Syria and Iran. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkish parliament calls early elections 

ANKARA (AP) — Parliament agreed Saturday to bold elections , 
on Oct. 20, more than a year before the two-month-old government 
of Prime Minister Mesut Yihnaz was required to go before die 
voters. Legislators voted 363-5 during an emergency session to 
approve Mr. Yilmaz’ request to move np the elections required by 
the end of 1992. Eleven deputies abstained, and the rest of the 
460-member parliament did not attend the vote. Political analysts 
have said Mr. Yilmaz is trying to take advantage of momentum 
from his June election to revive the flagging fortunes of 
governing Motherland Party. The party, which swept to power in 
1983, holds a 275-seat legislative majority but has been hurt by 
corruption sranHak and chronic 70 per cent inflation. Opinion polls 
put its voter support at less than 20 per cent. “We trust ourselves. 
We are beading for the elections to reaffirm our power,” Mr. 
Yilmaz told the parliament. Since being elected, die prime minister 
has set aside economic belt-tightening measures in favour of 
shorter-term alternatives. Some analysts say his generous pay hikes 
for civil servants and workers could fuel triple-digit inflation by the 
end of die year. 

9 die, 5 wounded on Egypt-Libya highway 

CAIRO (AP) — Nine people were killed and five wounded in two 
separate accidents on the Egypt-Libya highway which has become 
very crowded after the two countries Opened up their borders and 
cancelled customs on goods earlier this month. Daily A1 Ah ram 
reported in its early Sunday edition that the first accident involved a 
collision between a pickup truck and a tour bus on their way to 
Libya. Five people died and two were wounded in that accident. In 
the second accident, a private car collided with a truck, killing four 
persons and wounding three. The vehicles were also on their way to 
Libya. Both accidents took place Friday night, the newspaper 
reported. Relations between Egypt and Libya were badly strained 
since the early 1970s. Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi resented 
then-President Anwar Sadat's rapprochement with the United 
States and preliminary steps towards Israel which culminated in 
their peace treaty in 1979. President Hosni Mubarak and Colonel 
Qadhafi ended their estrangement in 1988 and now meet regularly. 
Mr. Mubarak bas rejected a union which Mr. Qadhafi envisions 
between their two countries. But earlier this month, Mr. Mubarak 
agreed to a request by Mr. Qadhafi and banned all border and 
custom procedures, allowing Egyptian and Libyan nationals and 
goods free movement into the other country. This bas increased 
pressure on the Egypt-Libya highway, a lot of which is made up of 
only two lanes. 

5 dead, 35 wounded in Egyptian explosion 

CAIRO (AP) — Five workers were killed and 35 were wounded 
Saturday when a boiler blew up, the force of the explosion throwing 
it 70 metres in the air. Daily AI Akhbar newspaper said in its early 
Sunday edition that the explosion took place in a printing factory in 
the Mediterranean port of Alexandria. It said the preliminary 
estimates of damages were eight million pounds (S2.4 million). Al 
Akhbar said the probable cause of the explosion was a malfunction 
in the operating button of the boiler which increased the pressure. 
The boiler’s alarm was not functioning. 

Ukraine to establish ties with Israel 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A minister from the newly declared 
independent Ukraine said Sunday be wQl press his government to 
set up diplomatic ties with Israel soon. Uri Scherbak, the 
Ukrainian environment minister, said Ukraine plans to “intensify 
as much as possible the process of developing its ties with foreign 
nations.” “I hope thar one of the first acts will be recognition of 
the state of Israel and immediate establishment of diplomatic ties. 

I will decisively support thiy.” Tbs Soviet Union cut diplomatic 
relations with Israel following the. 1967 war. The two countries 
now maintain consular ties.' Israel has not recognised any of the 
Soviet republics that have declared themselves independent The 
Soviet Union’s second largest republic declared independence 
Saturday and scheduled a referendum to ratify tile parliament’s 
decision. Mr. Scherbak, interviewed mi Israel Radio by telephone 
from the Ukrainian capital of Kiev, said the independence 
declaration was a “logical outcome” of the short-lived Soviet 
coup. “The special thing about this coup was that USSR President 
(Mikhail) Gorbachev was taken prisoner and kept on the 
Ukrainian territory and on the territory of the Crimean auton- 
omous republic. So Ukraine is in part responsible. This event 
showed that Ukraine was totally defenceless in front of aggression 
by the military, the KGB and the plot-makers,” he said. 

President of Djibouti arrives in Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Djibouti’s President Hassan Gouled 
arrived Sunday on a two-day official visit for talks with Omar 
Hassan AI Bashir on bilateral relations and African issues. The 
official Sudan News Agency (SUNA) said that Mr. Gouled was 
accompanied by his defence and foreign ministers. Mr. Gouled is 
returning a visit by General Bashir to Djibouti recently aimed at 
promoting bilateral relations. 

Soviet Jew dies whiie trying to escape custody 

CAIRO (AP) — A 31-year-old Soviet Jewish immigrant died 
Saturday night as he was trying to escape from policemen 
finishing procedures for bis deportation to Israel, a police source 
said Sunday. Israel's Ambassador Ephraim Dowek presented an 
official protest to the Egyptian Foreign Ministry about the 
incident and an Israeli embassy spokesman said the immigrant 
could have committed suicide. The police source, who declined to 
be named, said Egyptian authorities had denied Gennady 
Shainsdy's request for political asylum and were finalising his 
deportation papers at the downtown passports and immigration 
department. “He slipped away from the policemen and tried to 
jump from the first floor balcony to the street to escape,” the 
police source said. “He slipped as he was jumping and fell on his 
bead and died.” Israeli embassy spokesman Issac Bar-Moshe told 
the Associated Press that Egyptian authorities had kept the 
embassy uninformed about the whole incident. “We were not 
informed when he was arrested, or after he committed suicide or 
whatever it was. No official information was made available to 
us,’’ Mr. Bar-Moshe said. “The ambassador has gone to the 
foreign ministry to protest what happened.” 
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Paris (AF) 

MARKET prices 

Ifppardower price ia 6b per kg 

{g™** 700 / 600 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 4Q0 

?S£L i- 

f!miliflni_ji _ •■••••• 140/ ,100 

«... 280/220 

gSM ::::::::::: £15 

S®** 1 — 220/150 

55£5S~v 300 / 250 

200/150 

700 / 600 

220/180 

W/3S0 

Pcpp»{sw«t)„ 350/280 

£2“ 320/280 

— 160/120 

watermetoa ... 160/120 
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students 
admitted by 
universities 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian ‘ 
BaxvBrAies accepted 10*385 stu- 
dents out of 16,861 students this . 
' year who applied for admission , 
including those admitted in the 
evening studies programme and ' 
the faculty of arts at Yarmoulc 

University, according to Moham- 
mad Maqdusi, bead of the Uni-, 
fied Office for Coordinating Uni-, 
versity Admissions. ' 

. Dr. Maqousi said that the four’ 
universities, the University of 
Jordan, Yarmonk University, 
Mutah University and Jordan 
University of Science arid Tech- 
nology (JUST), accepted 0.115 
studetns in tbdr Tegular studies 
programme. The University of 
Jordan accepted 3.971 students, 
Yarmouk University accepted 
3,227 styuJcnts, Mutah University 
accepted S60 and JUST accepted 
-976 straits. Amman College for' 
Applied Engineering accepted 81 
students. Dr. Maqousi said. 

Dr. Maqousi pointed out that 
17.4 percenfbf die total universi- 
ty seat went to students whose 
fathers worked or are working for 
the armed forces, the Education 
Ministry as well as the govemo- 
rates allocations. 

He added that the minimum* 
grades the urniveraties approved 
for adnasrion to the fouT Jorda- 
nian universities was 71.9 per 
cent- ‘ ' - 

He said t 6 students who got 80+' 
grades were not admitted because 
of their poor selection of major 
subjects of st udy. He added that 
436 applications were nor consi- 
dered for admission. 


Industry fair 
to become 
annual event 

AMMAN (Petra) — Many Arab 
and foreign boanessmen con- 
. doded deals for .die purchase of 
' Jordanian industrial products 
during thetwo-week industrial 
fair whidreodwtSunday, accord- 
ing to an announcement by Rfrna 
Khalaf Huneidi, director general 
of the Jorifaciac Comnierciat 
Centres- Corporation (JCCCJ** 
•whifcfr org&niscd the exhibition. 

Dr. Himeidi shidihat the fair, 
‘whichwasyinted by many via-’' 
tots from fordan . and abroad, 
offered a dance for 'importers to 
closely examine types of high- 
quality products ondisplay at the 
-fair, which was organised to mark 
the 39th anniversary of His 
MajestyXIng Hussein's accession 
-to tbe : throne. 

-■•‘The fairi which was held at 
Maij At Hatnam -district south- 
west- of here^ wiDcontinue to be 
held asannual event to attract 
viators from Arab and foreign 
countries. Dr. Huoeidi said. 

He added -. that Munster of 
TVade, Industry and Supply Ali 
Abul Ragheb has instructed the 
JCCC to start, p r eparations for 
setting ajp ! a permanent mteroa- 
tional fan. m . Amman. 

The fur, which will display 
various Jordanian products, is ex- 
pected to be ready in three years. 
Dr. Hunekfi said. 

A T tWaj~of 138 local firms par- 
the two-week fair, 
which displayed samples of leath- 
er, metal, electrical, en- 

\ gltteeriug £ ^Aemical products, 
handicrafts, cosmetics, card- 

■ board, stationery,; construction 
^ j f^;T»pf»Ssipg materials, 
fm^dture. doors , kitchens and 
criher Tjnxfucts which attracted 
ri^cw'attention, according to 
Dr - HuneidL - 

- The w<i-week fair was opened 

■ by Dep ^ Prune Minister and 
1 Minister of; Transport Ali 
: Sohetra^ uiro made ah address 

at *e opening ceremony pledging 
the government’s backing to the 
indusokk 1 

- ■ Bybobsdngthenational indus- 
tty, said, the government 
bopes ^s find work for more 
Jwd ai^Hatjhsens to reduce un- 

when fore- 

. igfl .Iabqar narkets are not open 
to; JordaSanV'job-seekers, the 
minister ' said ,f ' 






KING ATTENDS GRADUATION: His Majesty 
King Hussein, the supreme commander of the 
Armed Forces, Sunday attended the graduation of 
a new hatch of combat pBots from King Hussein 
Air Academy. The King was accompanied by 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Falhi Aha 
Tdeb and Air Force Commander Otsan Shur- 
dum. Attending the ceremony were His Royal 
Prince Abdullah ftm A1 Hussein, Royal 
Coat Chief Sherif Zeid Ben Shaker, a number of 
caMaet mudsten, the governor of Mafraq, the 


Commander of the Yemeni Air Force, who is 
currtnUy on a visit to Jordan, directors of the 
Public Security and Civil Defence departments 
and a a umber of senior Armed Forces officers. 
The King and the audience watched performances 
presented by Air Force pilots. At the end of the 
ceremony. King Hussein decorated graduates 
with the Air Force Wings and presented merito- 
rious awards to those excelling in training. The 
King then shook hands with graduates and their 
parents and congratulated them on their success. 


Libya considers employing Jordanians 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Some of the key 
details of the clandestine fore- 
ign operations of the collapsed 
Petra Bank are expected to be 
revealed Saturday when a 
senior Jordanian banking ex- 
ecutive testifies in the Militaiy 
Court trying the case. 

Sources and banking circles 
closely following the hearings 
at die Military Court at Marka 
say that the intricacies of how 
Petra Bank channelled Jorda- 
nian funds abroad through 
carefully concealed operations 
in violation of Jordanian reg- 
ulations could be expected to 
be presented to the court by 
Maher Waked, executive 
. director of the Bank of Jordan, 
who was a member of a 10 - 
member “experts committee” 
which probed Petra Bank 
affairs for seven months since 
January of last year. 

Officials have said that Petra 
Bank had taken loans at low 
interest from the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) and transfer- 
red the funds to support opera- 
tions outside, which mostly be- 
nefited senior Petra Bank 
administration officials rather 
than tbe bank itself. 

Petra Bank administration 
officials are also accused of 
encouraging Jordanians to 
speculate in commodity and 
predons metals markets in 
Europe. The Kingdom's reg- 
ulations prohibit Jordanians 
from engaging in such activi- 
ties. 

Testimonies taken from two 
witnesses so far in the case — 


by far the worst scandal to hit 
Middle Eastern banking since 
the 1966 Inter-Bank case in 
Lebanon — have been limited 
to mostly domestic operations 
of Petra Bank, once the second 
largest commercial bank in 
Jordan. 

First witness Yousef Salem 
testified mostly on Petra Bank 
dealings in real estate — bow 
the bank acquired land and 
property through clandestine 
deals and against defaulted 
loan repayments. 

(A car owned by Mr. Salem 
was burnt in what appeared to 
be deliberate arson shortly af- 
ter he testified in court. It is 
not known whether it has been 
formally established that the 
inddent was linked to his testi- 
mony or role in the investigat- 
ing committee.) 

Second witness Hajjaj Laba- 
di's presentation centred 
around what banking experts 
describe as imprudent credit 
facilities extended by Petra 
Bank — loans granted against 
collaterals failing far below 
acceptable standards — and 
unaccounted/unguaranteed 
advances to favoured custom- 
ers and members of the family 
of Ahmad Cbalabi, who found- 
ed and operated the bank until 
its takeover by the Jordanian 
government in August 1988. 

Both Mr. Salem and Mr. 
Labadi are officials of the Arab 
Bank who were temporarily 
assigned to the Petra Bank 
investigation panel. Dr. 
Waked and other members of 
the committee are also hand- 
picked experts with proven ex- 
cellence in various fields of 


banking, according to banking 
executives. 

Dr. Waked confirmed Sun- 
day that his testimony will deal 
with mostly foreign operations 
of Petra Bank but declined 
further comment. 

Forty-eight witnesses are ex- 
pected to be called to testify in 
court. 

Embezzlement of public 
money, violations of Jordanian 
banking regulations and spe- 
culation with the Jordanian di- 
nar are the charges faced by 
the defendants in the 100 - pi us 
cases related to the collapse of 
Petra Bank, which was placed 
under liquidation in May of 
last year. 

Mr. Chalabi and several 
members of his family as well 
as senior executives in the Cha- 
labi administration of Petra 
Bank including the general 
manager’s secretary, chief 
dealer in the foreign exchange 
department and three senior 
“managers’* lead the list of 
defendants in the case. 

Mr. Chalabi. who repeatedly 
denied the charges but refused 
to return to Jordan to make bis 
submission in court, and sever- 
al other key defendants in the 
case are being tried in absen- 
tia. Interpol has been con- 
tacted by the authorities seek- 
ing their extradition from 
countries where they are be- 
lieved to have sought shelter. 

The Petra Bank case re- 
. mains tbe only case to be tried 
by tbe Military Court under an 
exemption granted in a Royal 
decree which abolished the 24- 
year-okl martial law in Jordan 
in June of this year. 


Jordan, Iraq discuss 
cooperation in religious affairs 


WHAT’S 


AMMAN (Petra) — Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Minister Raef Ni- 
jem and his Iraqi counterpart, 
Abdallah Fadel, Sunday chaired 
a meeting for Awqaf officials 
from both countries during which 
they reviewed bilateral coopera- 
tion and discussed possibilities of 
investing in Waqf projects in both 
countries. 

The two sides stressed the im- 
portance of exchanging visits of 
ulamas, scholars, preachers and 
guides with a view to benefitting 
from the experience of both 
countries in areas like Islamic 
Da’wa. preaching, guidance and 
teaching of Islamic law. 

The two sides also agreed to 
adopt united stands during con- 
ferences and symposia. They 
agreed to organise an annual 
exhibition of Islamic books, pub- 
lications and magazines and to 
exchange information program- 
mes and television production in 
tbe cultural and religious areas. 

Tbe two rides further agreed to 
offer scholarships for studying 
Islamic law at universities in either 
country. 



'^Stiisg 

Raef NUem 

Speaking on the sidelines of tbe 
meeting, Mr. Nijem said that 
Jordan maintained a unique rela- 
tion with Iraq, particularly in tbe 
area of Awqaf, and added that 
this unique relation was a true 
reflection of tbe strong ties be- 
tween both the Jordanian and the 
Iraqi peoples. 

He voiced hope that tbe Iraqi 
people would be able to over- 
come the difficulties it is facing 


now. 

The Iraqi minister praised Jor- 
dan for enhancing the spirit of 
fraternity, love and cooperation. 
He said that Iraq was currently 
facing a severe economic block- 
ade and that lives of children in 
Iraq was jeopardised as a result of 
tbe embargo on Iraq. 

Mr. Fadel appealed to all Isla- , 
mic and international organisa- 
tions and bodies to lift the embar- j 
go on Iraq and to help save more , 
than 300,000 Iraqi children who 
now face death because of lack of 
medicine and foodstuff. The 
minister added that more than 
77,000 Iraqi children were now 
suffering from cholera. 

The talks were attended mi tbe 
Jordanian side by the Awqaf 
ministry's acting secretary gener- 
al, tiie director of preaching and 
guidance and other senior minis- .■ 
try officials. On the Iraqi side, the r 
talks were attended by the presi- 
dent of Saddam Islamic Universi- 
ty, the director of the ministry’s 
Public Relations Department and 
the Iraqi charge d'affaires in Am- 


ZARQA (J.T.J — The Jordanian 
government is holding contacts 
with Libyan officials, over the 
prospects of giving employment 
to Jordanian nationals in Libya as 
tbe government continues to seek 
employment for Jordanian job- 
seekers in the Kingdom and in 
other Arab countries. Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim Al Dugb- 
mi said Sunday. 

Tbe government is determined 
to deal with the unemployment 
issue in Jordan in implementation 
of directives by His Majesty King 
Hussein to the Jordanian govern- 
ment. the minister said in an 
address at a ceremony for tbe 
graduation of 200 trainees from 
the Vocational Training Centre at 
Al Hasbemieh in tbe Zarqa Gov- 
e mo rate. 

Libya has employed Jordanian 
doctors and teachers over the 
past two years, which saw prog- 
ressive strengthening of ties be-, 
tween the two countries. 

Mr. Dughmi told the ceremony 
that his ministry, in cooperation 
with the employment offices 
around the country, has suc- 
ceeded in controlling tbe process 
of substituting foreign workers 
with Jordanian job seekers and 
continues to urge graduates of 
schools, community colleges and 
universities to take up available 
jobs. 


Key details of foreign operations of 
Petra Bank to be exposed in court 


PNC official 
says Arab 
states need 
to support 
intifada 

AMMAN (Petra) — The uprising 
by the Palestinian people against 
the Israeli occupation will con- 
tinue to escalate if the Palesti- 
nians wish to liberate their coun- 
try and regain their freedom, 
according to Sheikh Abdul 
Hamid AJ Saeh, speaker of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC). 

Sheikh Saeh was addressing a 
day-long seminar entitled “The 
Palestinian Intifada and its Fu- 
ture ” held in Amman Sunday. 
He said that the intifada was a 
dear manifestation of the Palesti- 
nian people's rejection of occupa- 
tion rule. 

Sheikh Saeh urged Arab and 
Islamic countries to help the 
Palestinian people to enhance 
their resistance and maintain 
their struggle for freedom. 

Tbe seminar was also addres- 
sed by Hani Al Hassan, political 
advisor to Palestine President 
Yasser Arafat. Mr. Hassan sub- 
mitted a working paper to the 
seminar outlining the main 
achievements of tbe intifada. He 
said that thanks to the uprising, 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation's status in the interna- 
tional arena has been streng- 
thened and recognised as the sole 
and legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people. The in- 
tifada, be added, corroborated 
, the Palestinian identity inside the 
occupied Arab lands. 

But Mr. Hassan also noted that 
the intifada, under the present 
circumstances, is not able to 
liberate the occupied lands from 
Israeli rule unless given full sup- 
port by die Arab countries. Mr. 
Hassan also called for further 
bolstering of Jordanian- 
Palestinian ties. 

A member of the Palestinian 
Hamas Movement also sumbitted 
a working paper to the seminar, 
noting that the intifada has de- 
layed Israel’s implementation of 
its project to create the so-called 
Greater Israel. The nearly four- 
year-old- intifada involved various 
sectors of the Palestinian people 
making an all-out effort against 
the Israeli occupation, according 
to Hamas representative Moham- 
mad Nazzal. 

The intifada was described by 
Azmi Al Khawaja, who is secret- 
ary general of the Jordan Demo- 
cratic Popular Unity Party, as 
having achieved a great deal in 
the past four years, enhancing the 
Palestinian people's confidence in 
the outcome of their struggle. 
Mr. Khawaja said in a working 
paper that the intifada has broken 
the barrier of Arab fear of the 
Israeli army and enhanced the 
Palestinian people's confidence. 

More importantly, Mr. Khawa- 
ja said, is that the intifada has 
exposed the real nature of Israel 
as a fascist and racist entity bent 
on committing atrocities by kill- 
ing, torturing and starving the 
Arab people of Palestine. 


Scientists and geologists start 3-day conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Scientists and 
geologists from Jordan and 11 
other Arab and foreign countries 
gathered at Yarmonk University 
Saturday for a three-day confer- 
ence on tbe geodynamic develop-- 

meat of the Arabian lithosphere. 

* The meeting is designed to help 
scientists and organisations con- 
eeroed with geological research 


to exchange expertise and in- 
formation to promote further stu- 
dies, and according to Fuad Al 
Sheikh Salem, acting university 
president. 

Snbhi Naser, chairman of a 
committee that prepared tbe con- 
ference, addressed the opening 
session and jmderiioed tbe im- 
tance of geological studies and 


development in the Arab region. 

He said that the conference will 
discuss the Arabian lithosphere, 
including the geology of Jordan, 
geophysics, tectonics and miner- 
alogical studies. 

There are about 80 scientists 
taking part in the conference 


from Jordan, Syria, Iraq. Egypt. 
Qatar, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Libya, Tunisia, Sudan, the 
United kingdom, Germany and 
the United Stales. 

According to a university 
announcement a week-long 
geological exhibition will be held 
at Yarmonk University. 



Abdul Karim Al Dughmi 

In a statement published in Al 
Ra’i newspaper Sunday. Mr. 
Dughmi was quoted as saying 
that the rate of unemployed 
Jordanians- has now reached 20 
per cent of the total work force in 
the Kingdom following the return 
to the country by hundreds of 
thousands of expatriates. 

Neither the government or the 
private sector can single- 
handedly effectively deal with the 
unemployment question, which 
has become a national issue, the 
minister was quoted as saying. 

Mr. Dughmi announced that 
starting in the coming month, he 


will be touring various provinces 
to talk to school and university 
graduates and community offi- 
cials about the need to accept 
available jobs and will try to 
direct students towards vocation- 
al training. 

The Ministry of Labour has 
decided to provide the names of 
the Vocational Training Centre's 
graduates to the Civil Service 
Commission (CSC), which nor- 
mally organises the employment 
of workers in government offices 
so as to give them priority In 
employment, Mr. Dughmi said. 
He said that these graduates will 
be also given priority in obtaining 
loans should they be interested in 
starting income-generating pro- 
jects under a Ministry of Labour- 
sponsored programme. 

He added that the project, 
which is being financed by the 
Employment and Development 
Fund recently created by tbe gov- 
ernment, aims to primarily initi- 
ate medium-sized projects, with 
the beneficiaries repaying the 
loans in easy instalments. 

The 200 graduates received 
training at vocational centres in 
electricity, auto mechanics, wood 
work, decor and metal work 
under a programme organised by 
the Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion (VTC). 


VTC Director General Ahmad 
Atwan delivered a speech ar the 
graduation ceremony noting thet 
VTC centres are currently train- 
ing 1,500 trainees in skills re- 
quired at bakeries, construction 
projects, and tilling as well as 
trades related to sales and 
marketing because they are badly 
in need in the local labour mai- 
ket. 

Dr. Atwan said that tbe VTC 
has been closely cooperating with 
3,000 private businesses to give 
training to the young men and 
women trainees. He urged Jorda- 
nian youth to join VTC training 
programmes, noting that accord- 
ing to VTC estimates, 20.000 job 
opportunities now exist in the 
country awaiting those who 
graduate from VTC trainir .5 
courses. 

In his statement in Al Ra': 
daily. Minister Dughmi was 
quoted as saying that the Labour 
Ministry was willing to cooperate 
with any firm and industrial bu : 
ness to help train Jordan" 
citizens, enabling them to f:.. . 
employment. 

Referring to a recent Labe . - 
Ministry decision on ter 
minating the work of forei : 
truck drivers, Mr. Dughmi ; 
that decision was final and irr<r - 
ersibie. 


Construction of new Karak 
Hospital to begin in January 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An Italian 
construction firm, in cooperation 
with Jordanian authorities, is ex- 
pected to begin construction of 
the new Karak Hospital in Janu- 
ary 1992. an Italian Embassy 
source said Sunday. 

The Italian government, which 
promised to provide S 10 million 
for the construction of the 100 - « 
bed hospital has yet to name the 
Italian firm to take charge of the 
project. The awarding of the con- 
tract is expected in coming 
months, the source said. 

The Jordanian government has 
endorsed an agreement with Italy 
to build tbe hospital on a 6 . 000 - 
square-metre plot of land to offer 
badly needed medical services to 
the southern regions of Jordan. 

According to Health Ministry 




m 


Mohammad Saqqaf 

SSC demands 
companies 
report 
injuries 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Social 
Security Corporation (SSC) Sun- 
day sene a circular to all com- 
panies and firms demanding that 
they report to the SSC occupa- 
tional injuries within three days 
after their occurrence to facilitate 
the process of compensation. 

In the circular. SSC Director 
General Mohammad Saqqaf said 
that tbe SSC law guarantees tbe 
right of workers to get treatment 
for injuries and sickness incurred 
in the course of performing their 
duties. Furthermore, the SSC 
offers each injured worker 75 per 
cent of Jiis wages until he returns 
to work, he said. 

In tbe event of 30 per cent 
disability resulting from occupa- 
tional injuries, workers receive a 
monthly salary to be fixed by tbe 
SSC. 

However, should workers sus- 
tain permanent disabilities, they 
are entitled to 75 per cent of the 
monthly salary, he said. 

If the disability is estimated to 
be less than 30 per cent of the 
workers faculties, a lump sum 
compensation will be offered, 
Mr. Saqqaf said. 

In the case of death, those 
entitled to die worker’s benefit 
receive 60 per cent of his monthly 
salary for life, Mr. Saqqaf said. 

Mr. Saqqaf estimated there are 
600 occupational injuries every 
month. He added that the SSC 
has provided compensation and 
care to more than 64,000 injured 
workers since the SSC came into 
being in 1980. 

At present, he said, a total of 
720,000 workers in Jordan are 
covered by tbe SSC law and are 
entitled to compensation for 
occupational injuries, old age and 
death. 


officials, the Italian firm will take 
charge of supervising the technic- 
al and constructional work and 
will provide experts and designs 
as well as teams of specialists for 
the project. Instructors will also 
be made available to offer train- 
ing to the nurses during the im- 
plementation of the project in 
addition to providing the equip- 
ment for the new hospital. 

The Council of Ministers 
approved the agreement, which 
was worked out between the two 
sides in Rome last June. Apart 
from the construction of the hos- 
pital in Karak. the three-year 
agreement provides for the Ita- 
lian government to offer Jordan 
assistance worth at least $55 mil- 
lion in agricultural, water, health 


and other fields. 

Under the agreement for t».: 
Karak Hospital, the Jordankr. 
government will offer the pk>t 
land and provide the infrasturtu.-c 
and other civil works which in- 
clude sewerage, electricity, wai :7 
and telephone networks, roads 
and other relevent services. 

Jordan will also provide trans- 
portation facilities and adminis- 
trative and medical teams to help 
carry out the project, according 
to a cabinet statement Saturdr-y 
evening. 

In his statement to Parliament 
recently. Prime Minister Taher 
Masri said that work has started 
on the infrastructure, paving the 
way for the implementation c: 
the project for southern Jordan. 


stream into Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 
9,666 Jordanian and Palestinian 
expatriates returned to the King- 
dom after being evicted by the 
Kuwaiti authorities between 
Aug. 6 and Aug. 24, according to 
SaJameh Hammad, chairman of 
the Returnees Welfare Commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Hammad. who made the 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said that his com- 
mittee has issued orders to border 
post officials to provide immedi- 
ate assistance to the returnees. 

Out of a total of 400,000 Jorda- 
nian and Palestinians living in 
Kuwait before the Gulf crisis, 
nearly 300.000 have now returned 
to Jordan. 

A large number of the expatri- 
ates were already in Jordan and 
remained in the Kingdom during 
the crisis. They have been unable 
ro make their way back to 
Kuwait, which is continuing to 
evict Palestinian and Jordanian 
nationals. Mr. Hammad said. 

Mr. Hammad said in bis state- 
ment that teams affiliated to his 
committee are now counting 
those expatriates who have 
undergone physical torture while 
in Kuwait and are gathering other 
essential information pertaining 
. to their status and their condi- 
tions. 

In a statement during a meet- 
ing chaired by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan to 
discuss issues pertaining to the 
returnees, Mr. Hammad said that 
his committee had worked out a 


two-phase plan to provide im- 
mediate care for expatriates 
arriving in the country and deal- 
ing with individual cases. His 
teams, he said, were at the border 
post in Ruweished and in areas 
where there is a concentration of 
returnees to gather information 
in this regard. 

Mr. Hammad, who last week 
held a series of meetings with 
heads of charitable and huma- 
nitarian organisations operating 
in Jordan, announced Sunday 
that he would resume such tneet- 
b ings Monday. He told Petra that 
‘the discussions would focus cn 
means of providing urgent assist- 
. ance to the returning expatriates 
and helping the committee tc 
meet its humanitarian commit- 
ments. 

A pan from the charitable orga- 
nisations. the beads of Muslim 
and Christian faiths in Jordan 
have been urged to make appeals 
to their respective members to 
extend a helping hand to the 
expatriates. 

TheUnited Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) for 
Palestinian refugees said that it 
was assessing the impact of the 
returnees on Jordan before 
issuing an appeal for internation- 
al assistance. 

The UNRWA director in Jor- 
dan told the Jordan Times last 
week that most of the returning 
expatriates are Palestinians and 
he believed they were eligible for 
assistance from the agency. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Masri meets with committee 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Taher Masri met Sunday 
with members of the Lower House of Parliament's Public 
Freedoms and Citizens Rights Committee. Discussion in the 
meeting centred on the situation of detainees, reinstating those 
who lost their jobs for political reasons and allowing Jordanians 
with expired passports to return home. The meeting was attended 
by ministers of state for parliamentary and internal affairs. 

Suqour visits Al Koura district 

AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary General of the Ministry of Social 
Development Mohammad Al Suqour Sunday visited the Social 
Development Department in Al Koura district where be in- 
spected work procedures and the services it provides for citizens. 
Dr. Suqour discussed with officials at the department ways of 
activating work and affirmed to them the ministry’s keenness to 
support the activities of the department in assisting needy famih'^ 
in the district. He also discussed with tbe officials arrangements 
taken by the ministry to open a school for the handicapped in the 
district. The ministry has ranted a building for the school and is 
expected to open it in September. 
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ON THE SURFACE it appears as though the dramatic and 
eventful transformations in the Soviet Union bad occurred 
in a matter of three fateful days and nights. A closer look, 
however, would reveal that what has happened in that 
country is the culmination of a rather long process that may 
have started when the communist order failed to respond to 
contemporary needs of Soviet society. At a time when the 
communist system of government in the USSR did succeed 
in industrialising the country and leap-frogged it from the 
Middle Ages into the 20th century in an unprecedent short 
span of time such transformation was, however, never 
complete. On the political level, the one-party system that 
served the country and its people adequately for a certain 
period of time, particularly in its early development stages, 
remained static and could no longer cope with the citizenry’s 
demands for more involvement in the political decision 
making process. Even in the context of the rapid indus- 
trialisation of the country, many sectors of the Soviet 
economy remained at the pre-industrial stage to the extent 
that many experts continued to classify the Soviet economy 
as one that belonged to a developing country rather than to a 
superpower. What ensued was the transformation of the 
Soviet Union into a superpower only in the strict militar y 
sense, while in other terms the country remained stifled and 
fagging behind. Such contradictory resuits within the Soviet 
experiment were bound to explode at one stage or another. 

What must have also exasperated the situation in the 
country was the forced and artificial unity between peoples 
and nationalities that have little or virtually nothing in 
common. What possible common aspirations and orienta- 
tions could have united the Islamic republics with the 
Ukraine or Russia or the Baltic republics for example? This 
was only a sample of the bard and irreconcilable differences 
that existed and continued to exist among the various Soviet 
republics that were glued together artificially and forcefully. 

So it was only a matter of time before the dam that held all 
such contradictions would collapse. As a matter of fact the 
big bang that destroyed the dam began when the Berlin Wall 
was dismantled and the Eastern European countries broke 
free and took their destinies into their own hands in line with 
their own respective cultures and political yearnings. In a 
way the tide that swept away the old order in Eastern 
Europe continued its sweep till it reached Moscow where it 
all began several decades ago. What happened in Moscow 
last week and continues to happen now has thus to be seen as 
part of the process that started the day in 1985. Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s appearance at tire helm of Soviet 
politics at the time could be viewed as the choke of one 
leader to succeed another who had just passed away, which 
is probably the true picture of things. But beyond that, 
Gorbachev’s arrival on the scene in 1985 could have also 
been the right moment to start the historic and roomuitoos 
change that is happening now in the USSR. 


arabb€ psaess 


A1 Ra’i daily Sunday commented on Israel's protest for not being 
invited to a regional conference on water that would be held in 
Istanbul sometime next November and said that the Jewish state 
first should prove its credibility before joining other states in the 
region to deal with a very sensitive and essential issue. The 
paper is critical of Israel for threatening to declare its unwilling- 
ness to take part in a peace conference with the Arab countries if 
it is not invited to the water conference. Such threat suggests that 
the Israeli leaders are not inclined to give serious thought to the 
peace process and are finding excuses of any sort so as not to 
participate in the peace conference, the paper said. It said that 
Israel should first show and prove its total commitment to 
respecting the international legitimacy and its desire to implement 
U.N. Security Council resolutions so that it can be accepted by 
the community of countries in the region. Israel can by no means 
participate in resolving the water issue while ignoring the basic 
problems of the region and disregarding calls for an end to 
occupation of other countries lands, the paper continues lands, 
the paper continued. It said that the water issue is at the top of 
priorities for the countries of the region but the process of peace is 
more important because without peace smaller problems can not 
be resolved. By placing the water problem ahead of the question 
of peace, said the paper, Israel is trying to blackmail the Arab 
countries and trying to avoid a peaceful settlement that would 
recognise the rights' of the Palestinians and restore Arab rights. 

A guest columnist in A1 Ra’i daily focused attention on the fact 
that the Western nations are rrying to get rid of the Jews by 
sending them to settle in Arab Pale sine and by this they hope to 
achieve several purposes. Suhhi Fafemawi said that throughout 
history the Jews had been despised and bated by the Western 
co mm uni ties and this is quite clear in numerous facts and reports 
over the past centuries. He said that the Western nations hate the 
Arabs and the Muslims as well and by sending the Jews to settle in 
Arab land they hope to pit one party against the other with the 
ultimate hope of seeing them destroyed and the Arabs and 
Muslims pushed back into the desert. The writer also said that by 
destroying the Jews and the Arabs simultaneously, the Western 
nations hope to achieve a dual objective: disposing of the 
undersirable nations and ensuring the continued flow of pet- 
roleum. At the same time Mr. Fahmawi said, the Western 
industrialised nations would ensure the continued Sow of their 
products to the Arab markets. For these reasons, the writer said, 
tke Western countries are currently helping the Jews to maintain 
their occupation of Arab land and going ahead with plans to keep 
die Arabs weak and in disarray. 



Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sad! 


Democracy and desperation 



THE West is once again upset with the Palestinians and 
Jordanians as well as with the Iraqi and Lybian governments for 
their open support for the Soviet leaders who engineered and 
executed the aborted coup last week in Moscow. To be sure, suds 
overt and spontaneous sympathy for the coup leaders was 
premature and ill placed. Yet it would be wrong to presume that 
there were no scores of other peoples and governments which 
also entertained false hopes in the junta that attempted to seize 
power in the Soviet Union. One would venture to state that the 
majority of the developing world saw in the restoration of the 
Soviet role as a superpower a real opportunity to redress the 
potential tyranny that may be established by the absence of an 
effective system of checks and balances in international affair. It 
would be wrong therefore to vent once again the disappointment 
of the West on selected Arab peoples and governments when a 
closer scrutiny would reveal that the popularity of the attempted 
coup d'etat in the USSR was more widespread internationally that 
admitted. 

Yet this fact would not change much (he issue of whether all 
those Arab peoples and governments which joined the chorus 
welcoming the restoration of status quo ante in the Soviet system 
had their confidence and trust misplaced on substantive grounds. 
It was admitted at the outset that throughout the four decades of 
Eastern support to the Palestinian and Arab causes not much real 
progress was achieved as a direct result of such communist 
support. By and large, the Palestinian problem remained in a 
state of limbo, witb its fundamentals neither unresolved nor 
addressed, in spite of the communist world’s outcry and protesta- 
tions. It is also true that Moscow and the other Warsaw Pact 
capitals support to the Palestinians was more rhetorical than real 
on issues and positions that really matter. 

True, Warsaw Pact countries' military equipment were supplied 
to some of the Arab countries. Also true, trade and commerce 


between the Arab World and the Eastern Bloc countries 
flourished. Even more important perhaps was the opening up of 
universities and technical institutions to Arabs who would have 
otherwise been denied higher education. Yet most of 
such useful bilateral relations were conducted on a mutual benefit 
basis and not on any preferrential treatment basis to the Arab 
World as such. 

Moscow and its allies in the cold war era benefited a great deal 
economically and even politically from such bilateral relations, as 
indeed was the case between the Arab countries and the West 
when there was trade and other bilateral relations between them. 
Yet the biggest stigma attached to the communist world’s support 
to the Palestinian case for example was the fact that it was the 
arms and ammunition from the Eastern Bloc countries that 
helped Israel win its first military confrontation with the Palesti- 
nian freedom fighters and the small Arab armies that came to 
their rescue. That was, of course, in the eventful and critical 
1947-48 period when the very establishment of Israel on the ashes 
of Palestine and Palestinian rights was at stake. 

Lest we forget, not even Washington could not beat Moscow in 
extending recognition to the infant state of Israel. Had the 
Eastern European communist countries in those critical days been 
really faithful to the rights of peoples to self-determination, they 
would not have rushed to aid and abet the creation of Israel in 
violation of the Palestinian right to self-determination. All 
attempts by Moscow and its former allies to rectify the situation 
and heal all wounds with the Palestinian people were never 
translated into tangible results. That is essentially why the 
Palestinian cause remained where it is and has continued to 
deteriorate till this very minute. So why ah the rejoicing over 
reverting to the so-called good old days in Moscow? Probably the 
cause for rejoicing lies in the proposition that henceforth the 
record of Moscow and the other Eastern European capitals with 


the Arab world would deteriorate even farther and revert to the 
1947-48 era when the socialist systems had only contempt for the 

•sft for the old days in Moscow is also 
motivated by the spite they have against the West for the way they 
SSTiith Iraq. Many Arabs, not only Palestmia^, 

Lybians or even Iraqis, have rallied in support ofthe Putsch m 
Moscow as a way of venting their disappointment mtb the 
so-called new international order which was traus^d mto 
unlimited and unchecked use of power, both military and 
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to Baghdad that bothers the peoples of the ^ 

punishment itself. Had there been a tradmona. Motcow^ onjhe 
U.N. Security Council, many would argue, Washington, London 
and Paris would not have been able to punish a small developing 
country as severely as they had. That explains in p art tee lo nging 
for a traditional Moscow rather than a so-called constructive and 
cooperative Moscow which is playing second fiddle to anything 
coming out of the West. 

It is doubtful therefore that many Arabs, including Palesti- 
nians, genuinely believe that the old, traditional Moscow can do 
much about the Palestinian case per se since they had several 
decades to do something but could not or did not want to. Deep m 
tbe hearts of many Arabs there is a recognition that Washington 
has more leverage than any other capital with Tel Aw. So rt is 
not this issue that makes them happy at the prospect of the old. 
guards assuming power in the Soviet Union. Besides, the Arabs 
everywhere are now championing democracy and it would be 
difficult to reconcile such a yearning with the wish that democracy 
dies in the Soviet Union. The desperation in the Arab World 
made them take contradictory positions, one calling for the 
establishment of freedom and pluralistic democracy in their midst 
and another calling for undemocratic rule in the USSR.. 


After second revolution, can Soviet empire break up peacefully? 


By Paul Taylors 

Reuter 

LONDON — In six days that 
shook tiie world, a second Rus- 
sian revolution has destroyed 
communist rule, driven the Soviet 
Union to the brink of breakup 
and catapulted tbe Baltic states 
towards independence. 

The upheaval triggered by last 
Monday's failed coup by com- 
munist diehards has left anxious 
governments around the world 
wondering whether the Soviet 
empire can fall apart peacefully 
or if it wili explode iu ethnic and 
nationalist bloodshed. 

“The breakup of the Soviet 
empire, with ail its interwoven 


nationalities, could make what is 
happening in Yugoslavia look 
like a vicarage tea-party,’' an 
adviser to European Commission 
President Jacques Delors said. 

The Balkan state is on tbe 
verge of civil war after Croatia 
declared independence, leading 
to clashes with Serbs which have 
claimed more than 300 lives in the 
last two months. 

Western officials fear the vio- 
lence between Azeris and Arme- 
nians in the Soviet Caucasus in 
the last year, in which more than 
800 died, was only a foretaste of 
massacres to come as central au- ’ 
tfaority collapses. 

Nearly 74 years after Lenin's 
Bolsheviks created the world’s 
first communist state. President 


Mikhail Gorbachev effectively 
killed off the Communist Party 
on Saturday by resigning as 
secretary-general, handing its 
property to local councils and 
banning its cells in the army, the 
KGB and factories. 

In Marxist terms, the hardlin- 
ers’ bungled attempt to turn the 
dock back on Mr. Gorbachev's 
democratic reforms accelerated 
the process of history. 

The revolution has unfolded 
with astonishing speed, faster 
than tbe uprisings that swept 
communists from power in East- 
ern Europe in 1989. 

The fear of repression, which 
had held the Soviet state together 
for seven decades, evaporated 
suddenly after the tanks turned 


tail and left Moscow on Wednes- 
day. 

Angry crowds turned on the 
Communist Party, toppling 
monuments to its leadens and 
besieging its offices. Some of the 
party’s IS million members 
burned their cards in the street. 

The Baltic republics, targeted 
for a crackdown by tbe coup 
leaders, seized tbe chance to 
make a dash for immediate inde- 
pendence, a move that previously 
reticent Western countries now 
seem set to recognise. 

The Ukraine, second-largest 
Soviet republic with 50 million 
citizens, also declared independ- 
ence, subject to a referendum, 
and the southern republic of Mol- 




coup may have 
blessing in disguise 


By Terence Hunt 

The Associated Press 

KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine — 
In retrospect, tbe Bush adminis- 
tration sees the botched coup 
against Mikhail Gorbachev 
almost as a blessing in disguise, 
offering unexpected opportuni- 
ties for action on a bogged down 
agenda of reform and a new era 
of democratic freedom. 

The sudden shock and despair 
that accompanied the announce- 
ment of the coup a week ago gave 
way 63 hours later to a deep sigh 
of relief with the collapse of the 
plot. 

. Now, there is a palpable sense 
of optimism that things that once 
seemed unlikely have a distinctly 
better chance of being achieved. 

Those possibilities were drama- 
tically underlined Saturday by 
news that Mr. Gorbachev bad 
resigned as Communist Party 
chief, calling for the breakup of 
the party that has ruled since 
1917. The administration has 
viewed the party as a bankrupt 
institution that impeded change. 

“I see nothing in here but good 
news in terms of speeding up the 
pace,” President George Bush 
observed last week. 

Deputy Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagleburger went even 
further. 

“While I wouldn’t want to ever 
praise a coup, I think the fact of 
tbe matter is that, in the after- 
math of that coup, tbe United 
States is better off in the rela- 
tionship witb tbe Soviet Union 
than it would have been before 
that,** Mr. Eagleburger said 
Saturday on CNN. 

As Mr. Bush sees it, everything 
is breaking his way. 

The Soviet hard-liners who 
tried to block reforms have been 
stripped from power, replaced by 
a genera tison of vigorous refor- 
mers. One of tbe chief opponents 
■of dramatic steps to overhaul the 
economy was Prime Minister 
Valentin Pavlov, a coup plotter 
who’s under arrest. 

The Communist Party is in a 
spiral of decline, and the KGB 
and military have been 
weakened. 

Soviet citizens, who turned out 
by the hundreds of thousands m 
defiance of authorities, registered 
a strong mandate to move ahead 
on a course of change. That will 
be hard for Mr. Gorbachev to 
ignore. 

Freed of constraints against 
bold action,’ Mr. Gorbachev has 



been thrown into a power-sharing 
alliance with Boris Yeltsin, tbe 
reform-minded Russian president 
who stood up to the coup plotters 
and spearheaded their downfall. 

There are no more excuses for 
Mr. Gorbachev to stall reforms, 
tbe administration believes. 

“The very fact that this coup 
has taken place in my view re- 
moves some of the roadblocks to 
economic reform,'* Mr. Bush said 
Saturday. 

Putting aside his usual caution 
on major questions of foreign 
policy, Mr. Bush said all of the 
changes in the Soviet Union 
“appear to be working in favour 
of the United States.’’ 

In recent months, Mr. Gor- 
bachev has played Conservatives 
against Liberals to justify his 
plodding steps toward economic 
and political freedoms. 

“He (Gorbachev) can’t point 
to the Conservatives and say, 
hey. we can't do any more than 
we are,” a senior administration 
.official s?id. “We may in a sense 
see the true Mr. Gorbachev com- 
ing out more.” 

Amid the air of startling 
change, the administration is 
drawing up a wish list it would 
like to see fulfilled. 

At the top is the granting of 
independence to the Baltic states 


of Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia. 
Once considered a distant goal, 
some administration officials be- 
lieve independence wiU occur 
.within six months. 

“In my view,” Mr. Bush said, 
That would do more to enhance 
goodwill in tbe United States 
than almost any other single thing 
that could be done.” 

The administration also wants 
Moscow to reduce its military 
spending and cut off aid to Cuba. 

A shift of power from the 
central government to the repub- 
lics appears inevitable, particular- 
ly because of the enormously 
enhanced power and prestige of 
Mr. Yeltsin, the administration 
believes. 

“There’s probably been a move 
toward the ability of the republics 
to get pretty much what they 
want because Mr. Gorbachev 
doesn’tr have the kind of power 
base’ he once had, the senior 
administration official said. 

Mr. Bush himself, once deeply 
sceptical of the outspoken Yelt- 
sin, has gained a deep respect for 
the ' Soviet leader. When he 
speaks of Mr. Gorbachev, Mr. 
Bush usually includes Mr. Yeltsin 
in the same sentence. 

Mr, Bush's advice to Gor- 
bachev: “stand shonldtr-to- 
shoulder with Yeltsin.” 

Desjnte tbe sweeping changes 


of power in the Kremlin's inner 
circle, the administration con- 
tinues to resist pressure to pro- 
vide direct financial assistance to 
the Soviet Union. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major, who joined Mr. Bush in 
opposing massive aid at the Lon- 
don economic summit last month, 
appears more open to a bigger 
package of assistance for 
Moscow. 

Mr. Bush said he feels no need 
to change his position that the 
Soviet Union must first enact 
sweeping economic reforms be- 
fore receiving a big bundle of 
cash. 

“We want to help. Eventually 
there may be a way we can help 
with money,” the president said. 
“But before that we’ve got to see 
reforms in the Soviet Union. 
We'ye got to know who we’re 
dealing with in these ministries. 
There’s just a whole lot of things 
that have to happen before we 
can move forward.” 

Yet, as Mr. Bush readily 
admits, the sea changes of the 
past week have been profound 
and the prospect for reform is far 
stronger than it was before the 
coup attempt. That will sharply 
increase pressure on Mr. Bush to 
take out his checkbook and offer 
cash ot the Soviet Union." 


dova is set to follow suit, 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin, who emerged as a new Soviet 
strongman after leading resist- 
ance to the coup, has comman- 
deered many of the central gov- 
ernment’s resources and powers, 
while recognising other republics' 
right to go their own way. 

Mr. Yeltsin has stayed a step 
ahead of tbe street crowds, acting 
against the party and the KGB 
secret police perhaps partly to 
prevent enraged Muscovites from 
storming their headquarters. 

Although be is the democrati- 
cally elected leader of the ’giant 
Russian Republic, there is some 
concern in tbe West that be may 
be taking dictatorial powers. 

“It is the beginning of the 
imposition of a populist dicta- 
torship,” Yale historian Sir 
Michael Howard, mi adviser to 
British prime ministers, said in a 
television interview. “He is a man 
of obviously authoritarian tem? 
perament.” 

Mr. Yeltsin has publicly 
humiliated Mr. Gorbachev. He 
brought about die Soviet presi- 


dent’s reinstatement but has 
stripped him of most of his pow- 
er. 

Soviet and Western anaylsts 
say Mr. Gorbachev, the darling 
of the West, will at most survive 
as a figurehead bead of state, 
presiding over a loose union of 
sovereign republics stretching 
from the Baltics to the Pacific. 

Tbe Soviet leader accelerated 
his own demise by dinging to tile 
doomed party when he returned 
to Moscow on Thursday after 
three days as a prisoner at ins 
Crimean holiday home. 

He appeared to completely 
misjudge the mood of the people. 
Radicals said Mr. Gorbachev, 60, 
a lifelong communist, had long 
been a brake on economic and 
political reform, riling the threat 
of a hardline backlash to slow 
change. 

. “He was perhaps always a tran- 
sitional figure,” said Alex Prav- 
da, -a Sovietologist at Oxford 
University. “He seems to have 
reached the limits of what he 
wants to achieve and what he 
wants to allow.” 


LETTERS 


Facts of fresh milk 

To the Editor: 

DURING a period, several articles and letters have been written 
in various newspapers regarding the farmers' problem with excess 
of fresh milk at their farms. Much of the information and details 
given to the readers this way have been wrong and insufficient. It 
is surprising how even a parliament member have made himself a 
tool for rnismfOTmation. 

Please note the following facts: 

The relation between the dairy factory and the fanners is 
secured through the cooperative societies and based on an 
agreement signed between the two parties for quantities delivered 
daily, for prices and other matters i.e transport and ways of 
payments etc. made through tbe Ministry of Agriculture 
All concerned parties know that Karoline company has 
received more quantities of fresh milk from the cooperative than 
agreed originally m the period 1/1-30/6/91. The agreement is 
stating that the company will receive 27 tonnes daily; the average 
daily received by the company from the cooperative societies 
dunng the six months is 33 tonnes i.e 22 per cent more daily. 
We would hke to mention here that daring the last six months 
rece * ved 6.000.000 litres of raw milk, which is 
1^0,000 htres more than agreed in the contract with the farmers. 

P° wd « Oie dairies, starting with Jan 1 
1991 « was forbidden to be used and the import was stormed at 
ttus tune The Ministry of Supply seized all milk powder fromthe 

** of Agriculture were 

permanent at Karoline factory to make sure that powder was not 
used. In May a limited quantity of milk powder was released for 
i« cream production under control by Ministry of Ajrricuiture at 

*:*“*"» ;J“. cream P rod “ ttion ciniSb? 

milk alone due to too low contents of solids 

f_ Wh * DI 3 f 001 be . known to tbe public is that import of cows 
from outside were increased, at the time the farmers claimed 
there were surplus of miUc. The import of cows to arrive in tbe 
roming penod wfll exceed 11,000 and up to now more than 5 TOO 
row havearnyed. When the new cows arrive there will be a 
farther production of 150,000 to 170.000 litres daily airftonred 
problems will start for the milk farmers 
^ market demand of milk in Jordan can be split into two 

a> Products at dairy factories from fresh milk this k 

today estimated to approximately 70,000 litres daily. The 
miported by Ministry of Supply and sold 

SSSoto.* 3£** *° Uquid ™k£g*boot 

Dairy industry in most countries is build- on 
between farmers and dairies, according to market 
*«* cooperation could take place inJwdan "SaSSl 
our long experience, be very beneficial toall bSdSSSSE. 

Kart Ydtag, 


P-CLBox #27132,. 

T^jOTrian 7Imes weta»n«s letters' nod contrAuthhs^Titi 
leaders on any subject they wish to tackle J? 

pob^tion, however, XStSZ 

preferably address as well. Nam cw iJSSLff 
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Gorbachev seeks to save presidency 


(Continued from page 1) 

Marshal Dmitri Yazov, Soviet 
defence minister at the time of 
die coop, has been arrested and 
fired, and his deputy. Chief of 
Staff Mikhail Moiseyev, has been 
fired. 

fofiwr places, Mr. Goriachev 
and Mr. Yeltsin have named re- 
formers. 

.The United States will recog- 
nise the independence of the Bal- 
tic states in "a relatively short 
period of time," Secretary of 
Defence Die* Cheney said. 

W 1 think that is basically a 
question of formality at this 
point,” Mr. Cheney said. 

Appearing on NBCs “Meet 
the Press” with Mr. Cheney. 
Arkady Maslennikov, a spokes- 
man for the Supreme Soviet, said 
that he foresaw ‘"some kind of 
orderly divorce or separation” for 
the restive Soviet republics. 

The United States has never 
recognised the annexation of the 
republics by the Soviet Union - 
during World War n, but has 
stopped short of exchanging di- 
plomatic representatives. 

Mr. Maslennikov said he ex- 
pected Mr. Gorbachev to issue 
some kind of clarification of the 
republics’ status when be reports 
to the special session of the Sup- 
reme Soviet Monday. 

Asked if he could foresee send- 
ing troops into the republics, he 
replied, “No ... 1 don't think it is 
possible.” 

“I only believe that some kind 
of orderly divorce or separation 
should take place,” said Mr. Mas- 
lennikov, interviewed from Mos- 
cow. 

Mr. Cheney also said that it 
was undear who had control of 
nuclear weapons while Mr. Gor- 
bachev was held captive. 

He said that while Mr. Gor- 
bachev could not have prevented 
any of the coup plotters taking 
control of the weapons,” to say 
that there was any increased risk 
to the United States I don’t think 
would be valid. We did not see 
any sign of that.” 

He said the Soviet president, 
the chief of staff and the defence 
minister all had redes to play in 
any launching of nuclear 
weapons. He added that the com- 
mander of the Soviet rocket 
forces would also have had to 
implement a decision to use nuc- 
lear forces. 

These individuals, he said, 
were on different sides during the 
crisis. 

“We watched very carefully, 
for obvious reasons. We did not 
believe there was any increase in 
the risk of the use of nuclear 
weapons,” Mr. Cheney said. 

“On the other hand ... one of. 
the key concerns has to be, in a 
situation like this, that somebody 
would take control of the nuclear 
weapons by taking control of the 
government." 

The Republic of Modlova be- 
come independent Tuesday and 
cease to be part of the crumbling 
Soviet empire, a senior Moldovan 
official said. 

“Moldova’s plariiament will 
proclaim the republic’s independ- 
ence on Tuesday, and Moldova 
wiD no longer be part of an 
empire which is fading to pieces,” 
Alexandre Mosanu, chairman of 
Moldova’s parlaiment, told Reu- 
ters. 

Radio and television in the 
republic bordering Romania 
broadcast an announcement 
saying that an extraordinary ses- 
sion of parliament would be con- 
vened Tuesday. 

Byelorussia’s conservative 
leader Nikolai Dementei resigned 
Sunday and its Comm unit Party 
cut ties with the national party. 


Its premier, Vyacheslav Kebich, 
also asked parliament to consider 
dedaring its independence, par- 
liamentary spokesman Yuri 
Popov said in a telephone inter- 
view. 

Mir. Gorbachev i$ also faring 
growing international response to 
independence by Baltic Repub- 
lics Estonia and Latvia last week, 
joining Lithuania’s declaration 
last year. 

European Community (EC) 
foreign ministers will meet in 
emergency session this week to 
discuss the Soviet situation and 
also EC member Denmark’s 
announcement that it would go 
ahead with diplomatic recogni- 
tion of the Baltic republics, a 
Dutch spokesman said. 

Norway said Sunday it would 
establish diplomatic relations’ 
with the three republics, and Ger- 
many called on the EC to recog- 
nise them, saying such a move 
would contribute to stability in 
Europe. 

Ivan Silayev, prime minister of 
Mr. Yeltsin's Russian Republic, 
claimed control of the Soviet 
economics ministry and its natu- 
ral resources and declared other 
federal ministries subject to Rus- 
sian control on the territory of the 
giant republic. 

It was not immediately dear, 
however, bow the Russian de- 
crees could be enforced. 

Moscow Radio said the agenda 
for the emergency session of par- 
liament included formation of a 
new government, to replace 
ministers sacked for complicity, 
and convening of the Congress of 
People's Deputies, the highest 
legislative body. 

The report said Mr. Gorbachev 
would direct an investigation into 
the role of the parliamentary 
leadership — including his former 
law school friend. Speaker 
Anatoly Lukyanov. 

Russian officials, who led the 
resistance to the three-day coup, 
have charged Mr. Lukyanov with 
being the ‘ideologue” behind the 

hardline co mmunis t bid for pow- 
er. 

The agenda spelled out Mr. 
Gorbachev's plan of attack as be 
struggled to retain some authority 
for the office of president, strip- 
ped of much of its moral and 
political authority in the coup and 
its aftermath. 

On Saturday night, he quit as 
Communist Party leader and 
ordered the confiscation of its 
vast property holdings, finishing 
off the most dramatic week in 
.Soviet politics since the 1917 re- 
volution that first put the Com- 
munists in power. 

“I do not consider it posable to 
continue to carry out the func- 
tions of general secretary,” he 
announced in a statement read on 
Soviet Television. 

The move, -long demanded by 
reformers, opened the final 
breach in the walls of Soviet 
power. The constituent republics 
quickly stepped in to fill it, under- 
scoring the uncertainty of Mr. 
Gorbachev's political survival. 

In the streets of Moscow, there 
was a mood of quiet satisfaction 
that Mr. Gorbachev had at last 
acted decisively. But there was no 
sign of the angry crowds that bad 
earlier dismantled monuments to 
Bolshevik heroes. 

By the time Mr. Gorbachev 
quit the leadership, power within 
the Soviet Union had already 
shifted dramatically from the 
Communist Party- rooted central 
government to the popularly 
elected republic governments. 
That historic change appeared 
when Mr. Yeltsin successfully 
stood up against the hardline 
communist coup leaden. 


Urbanisation in the Middle East 
process, influence and effect 


By Izzat Dajani 

THE countries of the Middle 
East are faring urban situations 
that have no precedent in their 
long history. The urban popula- 
tion is expected to increase from 
30 per cent in the 1950s to 70 per 
cent in the year 2000. Many cities 
have quadrupled their size. 

Urbanism in the Middle East is 
nearly a 6,000 years old process. 
However, the magnitude of 
change and the imbalance in hu- 
man settlements with their reflec- 
tions on social unrests are recent, 
being a feature of the last two or 
three decades. 

The population of the Middle 
East, including Turkey and Iran, 
is nearly 300 million people. It 
covers about 6 to 7 per cent of the 
world's total land area. The 
population distribution varies 
dramatically, from 300.000 peo- 
ple in Qatar to over 50 million 
people in Egypt. The per-capita 
income also varies from $250 in 
Sudan to nearly $40,000 in the 
United Arab Emirates. It must be 
rioted however, that across the 
Middle East, countries with large 
populations have less resources 
and lower per-capita income. 
Most of the wealth seems to be 
concentrated m areas with relatively 
small populations. This should be 
constantly taken into account as 
urbanisation is being discussed 
across the Middle East where 
different countries assume diffe- 
rent reasons, trends, and adapta- 
tions to their common process of 
continued urbanism. 

The neo-liberal paradigm calls 
for the development of modem 
states in which there is a move 
towards industrialisation one 
form of “needed" urbanisation. 
This requires the mobility of the 
working population. Industrial 


development and commercial de- 
velopment are inevitably located 
in urban areas. The emphasis on 
economic development in the 
■ Middle East has contributed 
greatly to the urbanisation pro- 
cess and made it even more diffi- 
cult to separate die fiscal costs of 
urbanisation from those of indus- 
trialisation. 

The Middle East is characte- 
rised by five different types of 
cities: caravan (Petra), shrine 
(Najaf, Madina), agrarian 
(Hama, Mosul), conquest (Bagh- 
dad, Alexandria), and industrial 
(Riyadh, Doha). It must be noted 
that size and density are less 
relevant than authority and legi- 
timacy in distinguishing between 
types of cities in the Middle East. 
Unlike many typologies in West- 
ern societies, urbanity and state- 
hood define the Middle Eastern 
city versus market conditions as 
in the West. 

The massive influx of people 
from small communities into a 
single metropolis highlights the 
process of ethnic and sectarian 
segregation, reflecting on the re- 
lationship between local and 
national authorities in the contexr 
of urban growth. Furthermore, 
cities in the Middle East lack 
public gardens, parks, children's 
playgrounds, and public conveni- 
ences. Urbanisation has been one 
reason behind the deterioration 
of the quality of urban life. The 
rate of urban growth per year 
ranges from four per cent in 
Tunis to eighteen per cent in 
some Gulf states. Hence, urban 
management must take into 
account the numerical dimension 
of urban growth and the resulting 
social complexities. These in- 
clude various issues like poverty, 
slums, jobs, housing, congestion, 
pollution, traffic, and shortages 


in water, electricity, schooling 
and health services. 

Urbanisation is very expensive 
primarily due to the heavy cost of 
infrastructure. Urban housing is 
more expensive than rural hous- 
ing, and in quantity terms, hospit- 
als. piped water supplies and 
transportation are more per head 
in urban than rural areas. As 
population is a crucial determi-. 
nant of public service demands 
and requirements, urban people 
require and demand more than 
rural people in terms of quantity 
and quality of goods and services. 
There is an increased fiscal bur- 
den on urban governments by the 
rapid growth in public expendi- 
tures to meet social and physical 
infrastructure needs of the ex- 
panding urban populations. It is 
the fast pace of urbanisation that 
makes a country grow short of 
capital rather than a dependence 
on know-how or managerial ex- 
pertise. Average incomes in 
urban areas are higher than those 
in rural areas, and are higher in 
larger cities than in smaller urban 
ones. Demand fix’ public services b 
higher in urban areas and often involves 
technological economies of scale. 

The cost savings from in- 
creased size are. however, coun- 
teracted by the following: 

Cities grow and expand into 
areas which are more difficult and 
costly to service. 

Human settlements grow con- 
tinuously leading to the need of 
adding capacity sequentially. . 

Increased congestion, pollu- 
tion, density and city size result in 
need for more treatment, as in 
water supply and sewerage systems. 

Average urban road density 
rises with city size and memorisa- 
tion, which would require greater 
than proportional increments m 
road infrastructure with city 


Brutal equations of 
Israel’s torture prison 


By Robert Fisk 

THE DAY the Islamic guerrilla 
group Hizbollah captured two 
Israeli servicemen, Yossi Fmk 
and Rahamim Alsheikh, the 
Israelis took Mohsen Asbur, 
Siham Menu and Hassan Nassar 
from their village four miles away 
and threw diem into Khiam jail. 

Five and a half years later, the 
Israelis are now demanding news 
of their two soldiers, while 
Mohsen Ashur’s mother Fatima 
is still waiting for her son to be 
released from Khiam. The equa- 
tion is near perfect. 

Nowhere could one better 
observe the brutal facts with 
which U.N. Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar now has 
to wrestle — and the difficulty of 
arranging a series of prisoner 
releases — that in the Lebanese 
village of Chakra, four miles from 
the equally deprived hamlet of 
Beit Yahoon where privates Fink 
and Alsheikh were dragged away' 
by Hizbollah men in white robes. 

The people of Chakra know all 
about Khiam prison. More than 
60 of them were taken to the old 
fort in Israeli-occupied Lebanon 
after the 1986 ambush and almost 
a dozen are still there. Many have 
been freed in the intervening 
years and their stories are de-. 
tailed, and terrifying. Mr. Hassan " 
Nassar talks about his two years 
in Khiam with anger. He was a 


vegetable seller and a member of 
the Shiite Amal militia. The 
Israelis asked for him by name 
when their troops and the South 
Lebanon Army, the SLA militia, 
stormed into Chakra. He was 27 
years old at the time. 

'They took me to the local 
school, blindfolded me and hand- 
cuffed me,” he said. “They put 
me on a bus with many other 
Lebanese prisoners and took us 
to Khiam. We were taken into a 
big room with a bar between the 
walls. They tied us to this bar by 
our wrists with our toes just 
touching the floor. They threw 
water over us. Then they brought 
in a machine with a handle. The 
■Israelis were there but it was the 
SLA that had the machine. 

T was taken down and they 
stripped me in front of the other 
men and tied wires to my fingers, 
my tongue and my penis. Then 
they asked me who had taken the 
two Israeli sokfiers and where 
they were. I didn’t know so they 
turned the handle. I felt my body 
writhing. 

“They did it to me on and off 
over a period of 30 days. Then 
the SLA put me in a dark room 
for another 30 days. It was the 
size of a dog kennel. I couldn’t 
stand up. I lost 40 kilos before 
they took me out and put me in a 
room twice the size shared with 
other men.” 


Mr. Hassan Nassar ’s account 
would be difficult to credit had it 
not been corroborated by other 
ex-prisoners whom he has never 
met. The Israelis have forbidden 
the Red cross permission to visit 
Khiam, and Amnesty Interna- 
tional has vainly sought access. 

Mr. Nassar said be heard the 
screams of women as well as men. j 
Siham Merai was 25 when she 
was taken by the Israelis and the 
SLA in Chakra, two days after 
privates Mr. Fink and Mr. 
Alsheikh were captured. “I was 
the leader of an Islamic women’s 
group but they said I was in the 
resistance,” she said. They slap- 
ped me in the face and beat me 
with a rifle.” Irish U.N. troops in 
Qiakra at the time attested that 
both men and women were mal- 
treated in the village. 

“I was put in a Mercedes car 
with four other women and taken 
to Khiam,” she said. “When we 
got there, I was taken into a big 
cold cell. I was whipped with a 
plastic cable. Next day, they took 
me to a room where there was a 
machine. There was an Israeli 
man in plain clothes asking ques- 
tions but the SLA men had the 
machine. They put wires on my 
Angers and turned a handle. It 
was as if my body became para- 
lysed every time they did this. 
They said I knew where guns 
were stored.” — The Indepen- 
dent. 


growth. It must be noted that 
transportation places a heavy 
burden on government budgets in 
urban areas. Traffic management 
requires costly mechanical and 
labour inputs. 

Urbanisation is closely linked 
to the migration of people from 
rural to urban areas and the 
expansion of cities to incorporate 
rural fringes. There is a 
tremendously increased burden 
on the government and urgent 
need for economic planning and 
development, land reclamation 
and reform, agricultural mecha- 
nisation, urban planning and zon- 
ing projects, increased public in- 
vestment in industry, and many 
more. 

According to an Aga Khan 
Foundation report. Middle East- 
ern societies are largely Muslim, 
and there needs be contemporary 
architectural expression that 
accomodates the prerequisites of 
modem life while maintaining 
and enhancing the cultural au- 
thority of the evolving Islamic 
environment. There need be 
good designs, adaptive technolo- 
gies and cultural appropriateness. 
There is a need to conserve the 
elements of architecture and 
urban heritage to help appreciate 
the cultural identity of the society 
and country. There needs be 
awareness of the importance of 
maintaining cultural authenticity 
in shaping the environment to 
meet the challenges of the pre- 
sent and the future. 

The problems of mass poverty, 
exploding urban populations, and 
severely limited resources in 
some countries need appropriate 
architecture and design responses. 

Taking the dty of Amman as 
an example, there have been 
massive migrations of people into 
the city after the 1948 and 1967 
wars. This was further increased 
by the oil boom in the neighbour- 
ing Arab countries and the in- 
creased remittances of the Jorda- 
nian work force in those coun- 
tries, leading to vast expansion 
of the city boundaries and 
tremendous increase in its 
population. 


Amman is considerably larger 
than any other Jordanian dty, 
and accomodates nearly half Jor- 
dan's population of 3.2 million 
people. Many of Amman’s prob- 
lems stem from the speed with 
which it has grown. The insuffi- 
ciency of water supply to meet 
the needs of the expanding dty is 
a continuing feature of Amman's 
history. Demand has consistently 
outstripped supply and the sew- 
age system is incomplete. The 
transport network is becoming 
less capable of dealing with the 
volume of traffic due to the rising 
car-ownership rates. 

Amman has two distinctive sec- 
tors: the East and the West. They 
represent a distinction in wealth 
and access to power between one 
class and another. They also rep- . 
resent a difference between a 
Westernised, technologically 
oriented elite and middle class, 
and the tradition-oriented 
population. 

Beautiful villas set in relatively 
spacious grounds have spread 
over the more attractive hill- 
slopes of Jebel Amman Abdoun 
and Shmeisani, to the west of the 
dty. Modem apartment blocks 
were also built in these suburbs. 
These all constitute the homes of 
the privileged classes and the 
political elite. The spadal extent 
is entirely out of proportion with 
its population, and this minority 
absorbs more than its share of 
public services and infrastructure. 
The dty's low income groups live 
in the Eastern part and reflect a 
contrasting image to the Western 
side. However. Amman remains 
clean and relatively well-planned 
in comparison to other Middle 
Eastern dries. 

The concentration of popula- 
tion in Amman may have been 
favourable and essential to the 
modernisation of the economy 
and sodety. But the harmful 
effects reflected on the quality of 
life and environment in most 
parts of the dty. and oh the 
reduced and abandoned vitality 
of regions away from Amman. 
Large areas of the country are 
becoming marginal in economic 


and physical terms resutiing in a 
wide gap between them and the 
developed areas. 

In conclusion, the most re- 
markable sodal phenomenon of 
the present century is the concen- 
tration of population in dties. In 
less developed regions, natural 
increase is becoming the main 
factor of urban growth more pre- 
vailing than migration. Efforts to 
discourage migration, if success- 
ful. are not likely to influence 
remarkable changes in urban 
growth because of the fact that 
already large urban population is 
young and growing rapidly by the 
force of natural increase alone. 

Architecturally, one must have 
a certain degree of reference to 
the local culture. Historic dty 
centres, which are under enor- 
mous economic pressure as they 
are overtaken by mass urbanisa- 
tion, as in Cairo and Sana'a, must 
be preserved. Efforts must also 
be made to preserve the charac- 
ters of these dries, upgrade and 
develop them and improve the 
living conditions of their inhabi- 
tants. 

In construction, there is scarci- 
ty of heavy equipment, skilled 
craftsmen, and trained managers. 
This is further aggravated by the 
fact that the infrastructure 
needed for capital — intensive 
operations is usually inadequate. 
Labour-based methods in con- 
struction must be encouraged, as 
this would lead to less interna- 
tional borrowing and financing, 
with the enhanced ability for 
more committment in urban de- 
velopment. It is more effident to 
reduce large public sector con- 
tracts into their smallest viable 
sub-sizes in order to encourage 
smaller construction firms to par- 
ticipate in the tendering and ex- 
ecution processes. . ‘ 

Planners need to address the 
socio-economic influences under- 
pining the acute pressures on the 
dty's structure. Strategies for r4- 
gional development and more 
equitable distribution of human 
and physical resources must be 
part of the planning polides for 
the dty. * 


Advertisement 

U.S. Agency for International Development 
Commodity Import Program (CIP) 
Attention: Private Sector Importers and 

Local Banks 

Financing is again available under USAID's Commodity 
Import Program (CIP). Private sector Jordanian importers 
of U.S. made items are approved for CIP Letter of Credit 
financing on a first-come, first-served basis. 

This financing is available at interest rates ranging from 8 
to 12 percent, Jordan Dinar downpayment of 10 percent, 
and the balance payable in Jordan Dinars over periods as 
follows: 

1. Up to two (2) year for raw materials. 

2. Up to three (3) years for intermediate goods. 

3. Up to four (4) years for capital goods. 

•T o apply, importers should make applications to their local 
banks and request CIP financing. For additional 
•information, importers or banks may call USAID/JORDAN 
at Tel No. 604171 and request to talk with CIP Office 
Personnel 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHI 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 





• The first* best 
— Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
‘ Ahtiyyah Girls School 

MiawqrlcanritaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 - Midnight 

T*C$399M 



p 





elegant 
colorful atm 1 

moderae prices 


X^Anunan’s^S^. 

fifi occlusive gift shop^L 

7 Italian shoes, ^ 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain,^ 
crystalware etc. 


Shmeisani - Grimfloys Bank Bkfg. 
Tel. 669 457 


' CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 811214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 -Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Strncb 
/Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

* JUMBO photo 
sfre JO% la rg er 

• From mnlmrpm- 
mm mt 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: .604042- 
Swcfiefa td: 823891 



RESTAURANT 


Special Chtass Foods 
Slotted Gunese Chefs 


Open 1230-3:30 & 6:00-11:30 dailt 


Wadi Saqra Road 
noar Phriadetpha Hotof 


TaL M1BZ2, Amman 



RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SO HA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 



The best steak m town. 


il pj 


CROWN 
EVT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 


Agwtfa d over tt» world 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
.O.Box 926487 Amma" 


The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room-1 


DAirOTEL 


Ammari-Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23868 DAROTL JO. . 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


i or thd tirst time.. in ,'Joraan 


Two shorn odjr at 530 and 830 pjn 
Tta AIM - the Unhersuv 
C2\ Hospital bridge 


r gy/mmMm 
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Lewis shatters world record 


TOKYO (R) — Caii Lewis shat- 
tered the world 100 metres record 
in the greatest performance of his 
career on the second day of the 
World Athletics Championships 
Sunday. 

Lewis retained the world title 
in 9.86 seconds, 0.4 of a second 
under team mate Leroy Burrell’s 
old mark of 9.90 get at the U.S. 
Championships in June. 

Astonishingly, the 30-year-old 
American, twice the world and 
Olympic chmpion, was last out of 
the blocks in the eight-man final. 

Through sheer strength and 
will power Lewis pulled back the 
deficit, stepped up another gear 
at 70 metres and took the lead 
with five metres to run. 

Lewis knew he had won as 
soon as he crossed the finish line, 
throwing his arms in the air in 
jubilation. 

Burrell, his team mate at the 
Santa Monica Track Club, 
finished second in 9.88 and De- 
nnis Mitchell made it a medal 
sweep for the Americans with 
third place in 9.91. 

It was the greatest 100 metres 
race of all time. 

Britain's Linford Christie 
broke his own European record 
by half a second, but his 9.92 was 
good enough only for fourth 
place. 

The first six finishers all ran 
under 10 seconds and each set 
persona] bests. 

Lewis, who is something of a 
folk hero in Japan, ran a jubilant 
victory lap with Burrell, watched 
by the emperor and empress of 
Japan and also by his one-rime 


great rival Ben Johnson who was 
commentating for Japanese tele- 
vision. 

Only Johnson has run faster 
than Lewis. But his times of 9.83 
and 9.79, recorded when beating 
Lewis at the 1987 Rome World 
Championships and 1988 Seoul 
Olympics respectively, have been 
erased after he tested positive for 
drugs in Seoul and later admitted 
to taking steroids since 1981. 

“This is the best race of my 
career. I’m in the best shape of 
my life," Lewis said. 

“Just to know you’re doing 
everything right and be 30 and 
run the race of your life is great. 

“This is definitely the happiest 
race of my career but I couldn’t 
have done it without being with 
the other members of the Santa 
Monica Track Club. 

“It looked like I got a terrible 
start — but I got a great start. 
The other guys got out so good it 
looked as if I had bad a bad 
start.” 

Burrell said: “Hus was the 
fastest race of all time. I was just 
happy to be part of it. 

“I broke tbe world record and 
lost it on tbe same day. How 
many people can say that? 

“Carl is a great runner, he 
responded to my talent. How 
more fitting than to lose to the 
greatest runner in track and field 
history? 

Mitchell said: “He’s simply the 
greatest runner on the planet and 
I was proud to be part of it 
today." 

It was apparent after Sunday’s 
semifinals that a world record was 


Senna wins Belgian GP 


SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS. Bel- 
gium (R) — Ayrton Senna moved 
within comfortable reach of his 
third world championship Sunday 
when he led bis McLaren team 
mate Austrian Gerhard Berger 
home for a convincing victory in 
the Belgian Grand Prix. 

Senna's nearest challenger in 
the title race. Williams driver 
Nigel Mansell, retired while lead- 
ing after 21 laps with electronic 
problems. His is now 22 points 
behind in the championship with 
only five rounds of the 16-race 
championship remaining. 

Senna’s victory was the 32nd of 
bis Grand Prix career and his fifth 
in seven years on the demanding 
high-speed 6. 94-kilometre spa- 
Francorchamps circuit. 

He finished 1.9 seconds clear of 
Berger in the 11-lap race. The 
McLaren pair were more than 32 
seconds clear of thrid-placed 
challenger Brazilian Nelson Pi- 
quet in a Benetton. 

Piquet finished ahead of his 
team mate and fellow Brazilian 


Roberto Moreno, with Mansell’s 
Williams team mate Italian 
Riccardo Patrese limping home 
fifth. 

Briton Mark Blundell finished 
sixth, taking his first cham- 
pionship point in his first season 
driving a Brabham. 

Ferrari ’s hopes were carried 
largely by Jean Aiesi after fellow 
Frenchman Alain Frost had pul- 
led up with engine trouble on the 
third lap. 

Aiesi responded to the respon- 
sibility by taking the lead follow- 
ing Mansell’s retirement. He led 
for eight laps but was also forced 
to pull up with what appeared to 
be engine problems, handing tbe 
lead to Senna who then drove 
unchallenged to the chequered 
flag. 

Senna's win makes him a clear 
favourite for his third cham- 
pionship in four years and also 
establishes McLaren as clear 
favourites for their fourth succes-. 
sive triumph in the Constructors' 
Championship. 


Sanchez Vicario beats 
Maleeva for 1 st 1991 title 

WASHINGTON (R) — Second- game and double faulted on two 
seeded Arantxa Sanchez Vicario - more in the 12th game before 


of Spain gave herself a big boost 
going into Monday’s U.S. Open, 
downing sixth-seeded Katerina 
Maleeva of Bulgaria 6-2, 7-5 to 
win her first 1991 title at the 
$350,000 Virginia Slims of 
Washington. 

Sanchez Vicario, who has won 
six career titles, earned $70,000 
for her first bard-court title at the 
28-player tournament, while 
Maleeva collected $35,000. 

The tournament, which played 
its final Saturday to allow the 
players a day’s rest before the 
open, had no top-seed as Monica 
Seles of Yugoslavia withdrew. 

Sanchez Vicario squandered 
two match points in the 10th 


closing Maleeva out with an 'over- 
head winner in the one-hour-andk 
13-minute baseline duel. 

The fourth-ranked Spaniard 
said the victory gives her confi- 
dence going into the open. 

“Maybe people will think that I 
can win the open now. I wanted 
to show that I’m not just a clay 
court specialist. I think winning 
the open is a possibility,” she 
said. 

Sanchez Vicario pinned 
Maleeva to the baseline with her 
groundstrokes and broke 
Maleeva twice to win an unevent- 
ful first set, as both players en- 
dured 100-degree Fahrenheit (37 
Celsius) on-court temperatures. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 

Tribune UOOta Sernccs. Int. 


MASTER PLAY IN THE MASTER’S 


Both vulnerable- North deals. 
NORTH 

♦ K J5 
? 4 3 

: A J 10 9 3 

* A J 4 

WEST EAST 

4 10 9 8 4 4 2 

v 9 2 'T K 10 6 5 

.2 : K 7 5 4 

4Q 10 963 24K875 
SOUTH 

• A Q 7 6 3 
T A Q J 8 7 
/ Q 8 6 

4 Void 
The bidding: 

North East Sooth West 

1 v Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 4 Pass 3 ? Pass 

4 4 Pass 6 4 Pass 


Opening lead: Two of \ 

There is a certain ignominy about 
being defeated in a slam at trick two. 
This deal is from a recent Master 
Pair event held in London. Three 
declarers reached the spade slam 
from the South position, on auc- 
tions similar to the above. For two. 
the hand was quickly over. 

It is not usually sound to lead 
away from a king into one of the 
suits bid by the declaring side, but 
two of the declarers paid no heed to 
the impending danger. After receiv- 
ing the lead of the two of diamonds, 
both bravely finessed. East won the 
king and returned the suit, and 
West’s tuff ended proceedings with- 


out further ado. 

The third declarer was veteran 
British internationalist Robert 
Sheehan. Reluctant to be defeated 
before even having a chance to ex- 
plore the possibilities, declarer 
elected to rise with the ace of dia- 
monds on tbe opening lead. He then 
found a most elegant way to land the 
contract. 

To start with, Sheehan made the 
farsighted play of Jettisoning tbe 
queen of diamonds under the ace. 
After cashing the (ring and jack of 
spades. Sheehan took a winning 
heart finesse, then drew the remain- 
ing trumps, discarding a club from 
the table. Now came a diamond to 
tbe nine. 

West was trapped in a no-win 
situation, if the defender elected to 
win tbe king of diamonds, declarer 
would have a diamond entry to 
dummy and a second heart finesse 
would be unnecessary- The long dia- 
monds and the ace of clubs would 
provide three discards from tbe 
closed hand. Withholding the king 
of diamonds, however, proved to be 
no better. Declarer's remaining dia- 
mond was discarded on the ace of 
clubs, and after repeating the heart 
finesse, declarer cashed the ace and 
conceded a heart. The slam was in 
the bag, declarer losing only the 
heart trick. 

As they say in the old country; If 
you drink the water you die. and if 
you don’t drink the water you die. 


inevitable. 

On a warn, still night Lewis 
docked 9.93 m his semifinal, a 
time previously bettered by only 
himself and Burrell. 

Lewis’s compatriot Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee retained her 
women’s long jump title despite 
spraining her right ankle in the 
fourth round. 

Kersee hit the barrier on the 
side of the take-off board and 
landed heavily in the pit. 

Attended by her anxious hus- 
band and coach Bob Kersee, 
Joyner-Kersee placed ioe on her 
ankle and lay on the field. 

She missed the fifth round but 
made a tentative jump on the 
sixth. 


vi* - . 80 94 w*. Tennis tournament begins 

with*® 44^ A* e AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday took part in 

Wan j. p n i an H t «nV ** mixcd doubles tennis tournament which was opened at the 

she won the women's marathon p * 

in a race in which defending title ^ , ' ■ — ; — “ ’ 

Man. City hopes history 
wiI1 not repeat itself 

pionships four years ago, ran tbe 


LONDON (R) — Manchester 


docking 48.32 seconds. 

Jojmer-Kersee placed ,« on her 5^*., Natete Gambia, ^ 

^She Sssed* th<T fifth round but ^ - JJ oSaSete 

Sf ■ — “ - rnrid rf Ed 

However, her find effort of £ a ' b,,t «“ onl * 

7.32 was sufficient to jave her the . 


fastest time in the first round of City, Eng lis h soccer’s early see- 
the men’s 400 metres hurdles, son front runners, will be desper- 


7.32 was sufficient to give her the 
title with her great rival and 
European champion Heike 
Drechesler of Germany second, 
three centimetress behind. 

In the night’s otbeT final, 
Soviet Yuri Sedykh, the greatest 
hammer thrower of his era, won 
his first world title. 

Twice Olympic champion 
Sedykh, now 36 and with greying 
hair, threw 81.70 metres. 

His previous best at a World 
Championships was silver medal 
in Helsinki eight years ago. 

It marked a great comeback for 
the world record holder who 
failed to make the Soviet team for 
last year’s European Cham- 
pionships in Split, Yugoslavia, 
when he was ranked only fourth 
at home. 

His compatriot Igor Astapko- 


He said being dr?wu on tbe 
inside lane had hampered him . 
“The curves are very tight. I had 
some problems but it wasn't too 
bad. 

“I wouldn’t say I want a world 
record here. I just want to do tbe 
best I can. If the world record is 
there it can come at any tune." 

Amadou Dia Ba of Senegal, 
the Olympic silver medallist, was 
only fourht in his heat with a time 
of 49.77 and failed to reach tbe 
next round. 

Other heat winners included 
European Champion Kriss Aka- 
busi of Britain and American 
Kevin Young. 

Marie-Jose Perec of France, 
favourite for the gold in the 
women’s 400 metres, was fastest 
in tbe second round beats in 50.61 
seconds. 


Edberg, Lendl advance 
to finals in Hamlet Cup 

COMMACK, New York (R) — first serves. 

Ivan Lendl of Czechoslovakia “He mixed it up well, enough 
easily defeated John McEnroe in to keep me off balance. He’s still 
the 35th meeting of their long one of the top players in the 
rivalry Saturday, beating the world. He's competent enough 
American 6-3, 7-5 at the $250,000 for me to know I can't just get the 


Hamlet Challenge Cup. 


ball over net. I have to try and do 


Top-seeded Stefan Edberg of something else with it.” 


Sweden, ranked second in the 


Lendl dominated the first set. 


breaking McEnroe's service 
ta^for Blsl-rankedqnahfier ^ the ttrird and ninth 

Ouvier Delaitre of Luxembourg, * 

w 1° l ? 1 *S?«h. lTtfwanked McEnroe, 

L«idl and Edberg will meet m fonDer wortd noInbe , OM fife 

T £3? 400 WmDCT Teca '" Lendland Edberg, tallied against 

m Lendl fify, winner service to challenge son, slumped to its second defeat 0-0 draw at Everton Saturdt 

of this tournament four times, m **** " — 

now leads McEnroe 20-15, taking Edberg comfortably took the iVlfhTlSIPfl SITIfl DTIPB 

nine of the last 10 and allowing first set from Delaitre who set a iTluuav ' u auu iTAai 

McEnroe only 29 games in their slow pace. Playing in his first nQT . QC TV/frxf 

last five matches. semifinal since Sydney m 1989. £>**£* JLv ACIA Cl aollvd 

“Lendl won more of tbe bigger Delaitre managed only seven DAT>fC , D v n . . _ . . , 

nomts than I did ” McFnme said noinf* ntff F_rlhr.ro in rtw» firsh finirr “ARlS (R) Perennial Cannes ended the game Vi 


ately hoping history does not 
repeat itself. 

City tops the table after start- 
ing the season with three wins 
and is the only team in the 
22-dub first division with a 100 
per cent record. 

The last time Gty began with 
three wins was in 1982 — and that 
season it ended up relegated to 
the second division. 

Player-manager Peter Reid, 
who figured in two tide- winning 
sides at Everton in the mid-1980s, 
is unlikely to tolerate a similar 
dump this time around. 

Reid, a gritty but talented mid- 
fielder who played for England in 
the 1986 World Cup, has deman- 
ded total commitment from his 
players at City, a dub with a 
reputation for entertaining yet 
maddeningly inconsistent soccer. 

There were signs of that new 
resolve Saturday when City 
fought back to clinch a 3-2 home 
victory over Crystal Palace with a 
late Mark Brennan penalty. 

City, fifth last season, trailed to 
an 18th minute Geoff Thomas 
goal before Brennan, with his 
first penalty, and David White 
struck in the five minutes before 
halftime. 

Palace's Mark Bright levelled 
just after halftime but Brennan 
kept his cool to seal the win in the 
87th minute after Irish striker 
Niall Quinn had been brought 
down. 

Hie pairing of the beanpole 
Quinn and tbe pacey White will 
trouble many defences this sea- 
son — as Liverpool, beaten 2-1 at 
City by a White double Wednes- 
day, will doubtless testify. 

Champion Arsenal, by con- 
trast, has made a disastrous start 
to its title defence. 

The North Londoner, beaten 
only once in the league last sea- 
son, slumped to its second defeat 


last five matches. semifinal since Sydney m 1989. 

“Lendl won more of tbe bigger Delaitre managed only seven 
points than 1 did,” McEnroe said, points off Edberg in the first four 


*At the end I missed ail of my games. 


Stich and Sanchez reach 
finals of OTB Open 


SCHENECTADY, New York Francisco Clavet by the same 
(R) — Top-seeded Michael Stich score. 

The frnal will mark the fh* 

6-1 victories in OTB Open Satur- Stott' Z 

Wimbledon champion Stich "“'“‘’"S 
ousted sixth-seeded Horst Skoff Stich served up 11 aces in his 
of Austria, while Sanchez beat victory over Skoff, giving him 15 
countryman and eighth-seeded for the tournament. 


favourites Monaco and Marseille 
took advantage of Metz's heavy 
1-1 defeat at Nantes to open up a 
two-point gap at the top of the 
French Soccer League. 

Monaco, who needed an 87th- 
minute goal from Liberian 
George Weah to dispose of Lille 
1-0 at borne, are level with cham- 
pions Marseille on 12 points but 
lead by a better goal difference. 

Marseille, led by new English 
international recruit Trevor 
Steven, had a far more convinc- 
ing victory, 1-4 at home to Nunes. 

Four players were sent off in 
the 1-1 draw between Cannes and 
Paris St. gtnnain which erupted 
in a brawl. 


Cannes ended the game with 
only eight players after Jose Bray. 
Franck Priou and French interna- 
tional Luis Fernandez were seat 
off for fighting. Parisian Omar 
Sene also received a red card. 

Steven, who was welcomed tty 
10,000 MarseOle fans chanting his 
name for his first match in tbe 
French League, settled in well 
and set up bis new side's first 
goal, a 20- metre shot by Didier 
Deschamps in the third minute. 

He also played a part in Gha- 
na's Abedi Pele two goals in the 
29th and 33th minutes. Jean- 
Pierre Papin scored his seventh 
goal in as many matches, netting 
a penalty in the 37th minute. 


Peanuts 



i'm starting swimming' 
lessons today.. > 



DON T BOTHER LEARNING 
< THE CAT PAPPLE.. V 



Andy Capp 


Mutt*n 9 Jeff 


JEFf; Z WANT Veil TO MEET OUR 
NEW FRIEND AND NEIGHBOR, MR.- 
MARRY COMWAY MONTAGUS EGGE! 
THIS IS MY PAL. JEFF.' JGFT, MR. 
MONTAGUE EGGE.' MR. MONTAGUE 
EGGE. JEFF* JGFfj EOGEf 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY AUGUST % 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer Carrot! Righter Foundation 


in five days when it lost 3-1 at 
Aston Villa Saturday. 

But Manager George Graham 
was upeiturbed by a return of just 
one point from tbe first three 
games. 

“That’s football. I’ve been in it 
too long to believe it’s going to be 
nice and comfortable every sea- 
son," Graham said. 

“I thought we played well 
enough to deserve something. 
Tbe appetite was back again, the 
attitude was good." he added. 

His Liverpool counterpart 
Graeme Souness was less philo- 
sophical after seeing England 
midfielder Steve McMahon sent 
off in his team’s disappointing 0-0 
draw at Luton. 

McMahon appeared to elbow 
Luton’s Philip although several 
Liverpool players thought Gray 
guilty of play-acting- 

“If you raise hands you deserve 
to go. The sending-off was justi- 
fied and that disappoints we," 
said Souness. 

“My player was in tbe wrong 
and be knows it." 

Liverpool, six-time champion 
in the last 10 seasons, has taken 
just four points from three games 
and Souness will be worried by 
his team’s growing injury list. 

England internationals Mark 
Wright and John Barnes were 
missing at Luton while Irish mid- 
fielder Ronnie Whelan limped off 
early in the game with knee trou- 
ble. 

Barnes had an operation to 
dear up bis injured achiUes’ ten- 
don Friday and will be out for 
several weeks. 

While Liverpool and Arsenal 
toil, Manchester sets the pace. 

Manchester United occupies 
second place behind Qty with 
seven points. 

Danish international goalkeep- 
er Peter Schmeichel, a dose- 
season signing from Brondby, 
was United's hero as it scraped a 
0-0 draw at Everton Saturday. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A con- 
fused co-werto who a r cbcBiaBS could 
shader mar cool bin wiH overcome fins 
minor problem and get hsy rad °*8®- 
mse your work in such a manner that 
your whole existence will beoefit. 

ARIES: (Man* 21 to April 19) Get 
bosy and pay the oWigatioiis tfam are a 

hweti M Nw or peraonal nature now a nd see 
ihm you are on a high plane expres- 
ion by your actions 

TAURUS: (April 28 to May 20) Now 
you can find it possible to arrive at that 
nmifwftiwCng about the overall plao of 
action to exist between you and those 
you regard as partners. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Take 
some time oul to actually show yoo are 
the oae who does your fair share ct any 
project feeing you and your nsual fellow 
associates ir v* bade them up with 
praise. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to Jidy 
21) Think out wfaal you Eke to do the 
most whether now or later and make 
-plana to have sue* amusements and 
recreations by appoi ntments. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Take a 
good look at your own bane this fits 
day of the new week and decide what 
you ew " do to your whole course 
there happier and more comfortable. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) 
Whatever you have in mind that does 
require some additional effort on usual 
routines is jnst great today so go ahead 
with the plans you have. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) 
There are some dever means by which 
you can show you are the one who docs 
value and ap pr rri st r the suggntfiow 


given you that helps yon with your 
money - 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Ntfrembcr 
21) There are some highly important 
means by which you esn get pretty much 

whatever you want now so make a point 
to show your talents o a .personal ~ 
nature- -i 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 2Z to Do-' 
cember 21) Take sometime to rounder 
how what persons can give you the ideas ' 
you need to prepare to have- one 
understanding of knoswhow hi ifc^ fu- 
ture. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Jana- . 
ary 20) Whatever you have in mod'ihat 
does require tbe support and backhR or 
the advice of friends- and interested ; 
acquaintances can be 'pul totnaSoa^ 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to ftbeoafy ; 
19) Yon are not content untes s b u sy at 
project and your efforts can now 
best be directed at gaining (be gpod wffl • 
of those in autbonty- 
PISCES: (February 20 to Much 26) 
Think over what you wait in tbe way at 
change and get the nriDanatioo and 
then start to pot this plan in motion as. ; -- 
qaickly as possible for best re t ih. 
Today’s ddfe If your child were bom 
.today she or be wiB want to know afi , 
about life early on — to really uader- 
stand all factors so try go keep die brake 
on doling adolescence because by 
maturity tins progeny wB bo fdnngjng ' 
forward into every aspect of tifc pad • 
have every chance to make , a Isg.' 
through personal experience. 

“The stars impel, they do oat com- 
pel. M What you make of your U/e is ' 
largely ap to you. 


I Imve one sincere friend, my birth stone!. 


World Rasouraas- 0a*an. B Co Inc. 
Jawalrt- Gwna 


THE BETTER HALF, 


Amman- flio Oe JsnWo 
Amman- Amra Hotel- (5th. code. 


By Borns 
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'For your Christmas present. I'm installing a smoke 
alarm in here to alert me whether or not to i 
head out the front door." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbtoe, Have you got an thai 

one leber to each square, to form h*sa Mimgaawny? 

four ordinary words. / 

ROSYR | J. % 


UMPEL 






MURIAB 


YENNIT 



THAT COMMITTEE _ 
TALKEI7 FOR HOUR& 
TO PROPUCE THIS- .’ 

Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sut 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: £ X A X >1 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I JumbteK HUMID UTTER KITTEN CLAUSE f 

I Answer Aduckhunterquk^flndsoutwhat a wklduclc 
wants to do — DUCK THE HUNTER • 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Kenneth Witte 



ACROSS 
t Serene 
5 Removes one's 


10 Racetrack 

14 Orchestra 
member 

15 Bay window 

16 Orte place to 
And a hero 

17 Portable 


mm mm aaiii— 

■BBB iIBBBB 

l 59 !aBBBBBaBBl 



t9 Abadan's land 
20 Not sane 

23 Make right 

24 Knockout 
number 

25 Shade of blond 
28 Unwritten poetry 


34 Mental 
prowess? 

39 FBntstones' pet 

40 insect stages 

41 Earthenware pot 

42 Where visions 
, are perceived 

45 Giver 

46 Seven — of man 

47 Crude mineral 

48 " — Miserables" 
51 Demi — - . 

56 Talk candidly 
61 Bewildered 

63 Clamps 

64 AM axdtBd 

65 Genuine 

66 Fitzgerald and 



BBB BBB 




11 In an Immature 
fashion 

12 Pie — mode 

13 — Yutang 

21 Nourish' ' 

22 Peruvian Indian 

26 Stone pRar 

27 Queen of the 



nnnn nnhbn l 
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nraHnnH manor 
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Fdr^gn Exchange Market Summary 
Ai^ust: : 19- August 23, 1991 


~xaTlli past- week witnessed vioteat 
-irovcmniE iafirttency priarsas 

rficti' rshoffccd Iatrtttaikmai mar- 
. . te». upon stassng Monday and 
•*. opott ending Wednesday. A sate 
’<* confusion prevafled att week; 
TTwrL F^. doflar was naturally the 
centre of the action being tbe most 
v «ordly ac gcpO^safehaveocojiTeg- 
. . cy, while the made was (lie other 
aide of ihecoin, the «kwt harmed 
^-amid the. crisis- because. oL the 
^geographic proximity between 
,;.Oenaahy and tbe USSR, their 
tfose trade tks and tftevSoviet 
'troops still p a tent in <fcnnany. ‘ 
v The oext most adversely affected 
woe the French bank, and! die 
-*&ss&g pound, the feast affected 
wert'the Swiss franc and the yen, 
'-while the AustnSaa and Canadian 
. dd&us actually 'benefined being 
'ccotral but -high-yiekfiog’.cumen- 
cies. Decile the initial ' late in 
dollar pncea^jL oilL finished the 
week an average of ooe per cent 
toiweragamstEuropcMcuiTe^ 


awl volatile m New York even 
lijq n gh the fundamental analysis 
. behind botfi was the same. Obser- 
vers m aintain ed that despite the 
high tempo; trading- was risk- 
.management rattier than position- 
- caking as traders dealt only out of 
necessity, oot out of currency 
movement s p ec ulatio n- . 

Reversing direction, the dollar 
DOM-dipped Wednesday, when 
rumours of tbe failure of tie coup 
fit die USSR, which had started 
earlier on to For East markets, 
were confirmed in late European 
aod eariy U.S. trading. Tbe dollar 
tost 5.5 pfennigs, more titan mak- 
ing up for Monday's rise. Analysis 
maimaKxd that the dollar was 
over-sold in an over reaction, thus 
calling for a technical correction in 
the next 36 hours. ' 

Although technical correction 
did lift tbe U.S, currency Thursday 
in Tokyo and the Far East, it 
retreated again in New York, dos- 
ing az its lowest levels of the week 
against major European currencies 


^Sfridays / 

J'Jews of the Soviei Presidcnt ***** 10 ^ **^6 


. . Gorbachev being deposed and die 
' declaration of a stale of emergency 
lathe USSftta fiBancaVgaatoas 
world-wide Monday taking the dol- 
lar up by just below tix pfennigs to 
-what, was to be ks highest dosing 
levels of thewCek against aH major 
currencies at T.8235 'masks to the 
dollar, 1380.20 yen to the dollar 
and 1.6258 doSais to tbe staling 
poanri. GonOadjcaon between a 
rising demand for the . dollar as a . 
;safe haven ettnwncy.'fevof central 
teak: intervention and technical 
‘factors combined to mate the coar- 
tavery choppy in both Tokyo and 
New York, raflying initially 10 their 
highest dollar levels of the day and 
Then repeating 00 profit- taking be- 
fore finally rebounding. Several 
Europes? central banks, including 
the Bundesbank did inieryenc later 
on, but their effect was limited. 
Traders later maintained that the 
intervention Was more to under- 
" mine the dollar's rise rafter than to 
halt tL 1 

- Technical- correction ensued 
Tuesday following the previous 
day’s : hectic doflar gains, taking it 
to-kjwer levels, Markets remained 
rumour .sensitive, wary of further 
USSR developments and potential 
central bank intervention. WhOe 


puling was subdued m Tokyo and remain mixed as to the direct 

in "-the "Far East; it became active the U.S. currency. 

RrirYiwfi Oaiibg Rata* for Major Currencies Against the 
; .1X5, '-Dollar.- 


.at 1.6915 dollars 10 the sterling 
pound. 

Friday witnessed an unantici- 
pated two pfennigs rebound in 
doflar prices. The sharp rise was 
triggered by the release of July's 
durable goods orders in tbe U.S. 
with a 1 0.7 per cent rise against 
expectations of a mere one per 
cent. The rise was the highest since 
1970. The figures role in promoting 
the dollar was strong because on 
the one band they were perceived 
by many to be an indication of a 
turn around in the American eco- 
nomy, and on the other they 
served to extinguish previous ex- 
pectations of a near term U.S. 
interest rate cut. But more even so 
because they provided needed 
direction to a split market after the 
wfld gyrations seen during the 
Soviet crisis. Some traders howev- 
er remained skeptic refusing to 
take the figures at face value con- 
vinced that they did not paint an 
actuate total picture of the U.S. 
economy recovery. Gorbachev's 
remarks that bis government 
Should resign, further enforced un- 
certainties about the stability of the 
USSR situation thus bolstering de- 
mand for die dollar as a safe haven 
currency and harming the mark. 

As for this week, expectations 
remain mixed as to the direction of 
the U.S. currency. 
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Turkey introduces new 
incentives to revive 
exports, financial markets 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s new government has introduced incen- 
tives to revive exports and financial markets before a possible early 
genera! election this year. 

Hximbank will gel funds to promote exports through subsidised 
loans to manufac ture rs and exporters of agricultural commodities, 
minerals and industrial products, according to a decree published in 
the Official Gazette. 

No details were given and Eximbank was not available for 
comment. 

The Official Gazette also said that the price of electricity sold to 
manufacturers in export industries would be reduced to world prices. 

Effective from 1992. banking and insurance transaction tax will be 
reduced to one per cent from five per cent. Withholding tax on 
^foreign currency accounts held by Turks and foreigners will be raised 
to 25 per cent from 10 per cent. 

The new moves follow a spending spree designed to boost the 
popularity of Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz’s two-month-old govern- 
ment. Mr. Yilmaz has said he hopes to call an election in October, 13 
months ahead of schedule. 


Banks in Yugoslav 
republics buy currency 
at black market rate 

BELGRADE (R) — Some commercial banks in three Yugoslav 
republics have started buying foreign currency at black market rates. 
Tan jug agency has said. 

The agency said some banks in Slovenia, Croatia and Serbia were 
paying 22 dinars for one German mark, compared with the official 
rate of 13 dinars, and 35 dinars for a dollar against the official rate of 
22 . 

It said the black market rate was first introduced by banks in 
: Slovenia and Croatia, which declared their independence from 
Yugoslavia on June 25. 

Some banks in the biggest republic Serbia also introduced the 
black market rate last week and other republics are likely to follow 
suit, it added. 

"There has been no official devaluation of the dinar against the 
mark or dollar Marijan Erhatic, Croatia's deputy finance minister 
told Reuters. "We are still part of a unified Yugoslav monetary 
system." 

But he said commercial banks were free to adjust the rate 
depending on supply and demand. 

Slovenian National Bank Governor France Arhar said his republic 
introduced a free market rate to stimulate exports. 

The board of governors of the Yugoslav national banks said Friday 
it would take urgent steps to prevent the black market rate from 
becoming official in order to prevent further deterioration of 
economic and political conditions." 

It was not immediately dear what the measures would be and bank 
offidals were unavailable for comment. 


Romanian government 
links wages to inflation 

BUCHAREST (AP) — Premier Pet re Roman’s cabinet has dedded 
to index salaries to the economy's galloping rate of inflation, offidals 
said. 

Government spokesman Mihnea Constantinescu said salaries, 
pensions and welfare payments will be adjusted every three months 
to a level averaging about 40 per cent of the rate of inflation, which 
is expected 10 top 200 per cent for 1991. 

He said 40 per cent represented “the optimum between tbe 
necessity of protecting tbe population from inflation and tbe need to 
avoid an inflationary spiral." 

It is "the maximum possible given our budgetary constraints," he 
said. 

The long-awaited dedsion was the latest attempt by the govern- 
ment to shield the population from the effects of its multi-step price 
liberisation, launched last November. 

Prices have since risen by about 160 per cent and all price controls 
are to be abolished by December. Despite salary hikes earlier this 
year, the decrease in buying power has sharply reduced the 
government’s popularity. 

Mr. Roman said that indexation “will greatly reduce the suffering 
caused by the price rises,” the state Rom pres news agency repotted. 

Under the complex indexation scheme, salaries would be read- 
justed every three months to reflect projected price rises during the 
following quarter, as calculated by the National Institute for 
Prognosis and Statistics. 

The first adjustment will come in October, and should reflect 
projected price rises over the year's final quarter. 

The rises will be calculated using a “basket" including basic 
foodstuffs and energy costs. Tbe projection is made possible because 
of a regulation that all producers announce projected price rises 90 
days in advance. 

The indexation does not affect the 3.5 million-odd workers in the 
emerging post-communist private sector — including some two 
million farmers. Romania’s total work force is about 11 million. 


Iran triples car output 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s production of motor vehicles jumped 
three-fold in the four-month period ending June 21, the Iranian news 
agency IRNA has said. 

It quoted a heavy industry ministry official as saying state-run 
companies produced more than 31,000 cars, buses, trucks, pickups, 
and agricultural vehicles in the period, up from about 10,000 in the 
similar period m 1990 and 1989. 

A substantial rise in Iran's oil revenue last year as a result of the 
Gulf crisis allowed it to increase foreign exchange allotments for 
many industries. 

Iran’s car factories were nationalised after the 1979 Islamic 
revolution, but Tehran newspapers have said several new private 
firms have applied for permits, taking advantage of tbe government’s 
recent free -market economic reforms. 
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U.S. government spending 
deficit in July hits $41b 


Henry Gonzalez 

FDIC ‘will 
likely be 
insolvent’ by 
year’s end 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
fund that insures banks accounts 
up to S 100,000 "will likely be 
insolvent" by year’s end, congres- 
sional investigators have said. 

Soon after the report’s release, 
the chairman of the House Bank- 
ing Co mm i tee. Henry Gonzalez, 
said Congress may need to act 
within 60 days 10 replenish the 
bank insurance fund, which he 
described as "perilously dose" to 
insolvency. 

A bill to reform the banking 
system would provide the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp. (FDIC) 
fund with $70 billion in new 
taxpayer-backed borrowing au- 
thority — and a separate measure 
introduced by Mr. Gonzalez 
would do the same- 

Mr. Gonzalez said he’s willing 
to move on the separate legisla- 
tion without waiting for the com- 
prehensive bill. 

The report suggested that 
"having new borrowing authority 
in place by the end of 1991 would 
help ensure that the fund has 
resources available to resolve 
problem banks.” 

The date the fund could be- 
come insolvent depends on the 
rate at which insolvent banks are 
identified and losses recognised, 
according to the GAO, Congress* 
investigative agency. 

While the fund “will likely be 
insolvent by the end of 1991," the 
GAO said, it “should have suffi- 
cient cash resources and borrow- 
ing authority available to cover its 
cash needs through Dec. 31, 
1991." 

The GAO also reported that 
the fund’s balance on Dec. 31, 
1990, previously reported as $8.2 
billion by the FDIC, was over- 
stated by at least S4.2 billion. The 
report said that the FDIC agrees 
this adjustment represents 
needed additional reserves for 
losses for insolvent banks. 

An additional 34 large banks 
are "more likely than not" to fail 
this year without capital infusion, 
the GAO said. An additional 64 
large institutions could fail over 
the next one to three years and a 
number of small institutions also 
are in trouble, the report said. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Tbe gap between the U.S. gov- 
ernment’s spending and its in- 
come soared to $40.8 billion in 
July from S2.5 billion in June, tbe 
Treasury Department has said. 

The monthly deficit last month 
was 57 per cent higher than in 
July. 1990, when it was $25.9 
billion. 

Total spending in July by all 
U.S. government departments 
was $119.4 billion, while receipts, 
primarily from taxation, were 
£78.6 billion. 

Tbe government’s deficit has 
been swelling steadily because of 
a drop in tax revenues resulting 
from the- recession that began in 
mid-1990. Any hope of balancing 
it in the early 1990s, as once was 
the goal, is now gone. 

__ The government’s spending de- 
ficit for the first 10 months of 
fiscal 1991 that ends on Sept. 30 
has reached $218.3 billion. That 
is up 16 per cent from $188.5 
billion in the comparable 10 
months of fiscal 1990. 

The deficit for ail of fiscal 1990 
that ended on last Sept. 30 was 
$220.5 billion. That figure is fore- 
cast by the U.S. Congressional 
Budget Office to grow to a record 
$279 billion for all of fiscal 1991 
and then to balloon to $362 bil- 
lion in fiscal 1992. 

During July, contributions 
from foreign countries to help 
pay for U.S. leadership in the 
Gulf war grew to $2.2 billion 
from S782 million in June. 

Jobless claims rise sharply 

Meanwhile a surprising surge 
in unemployment claims this 


month has many analysts con- 
vinced the Federal Reserve (Fed) 
must lower interest rates further 
to keep the U.S. economy from a 
relapse into recession. 

The Labour Department said 
Thursday that 430,000 Americans 
filed initial applications for job- 
less benefits in the week ending 
Aug. 10. That was a spun erf 
22,000 over the previous week — 
and more that five times the 
increase anticipated by most eco- 
nomists. 

"There’s no question — the 
economy has run out of steam, 
run out of gas," said Jack Aiber- 
tine, who beads an economic 
forecasting firm in Washington. 

The economy is "going no- 
where fast," added Allen Sinai, 
chief economist a! the Boston Co. 
“It’s still an open question as to 
whether we’re out of the reces- 
sion." 

“Time is running out for tbe 
Fed to meet its own expectations” 
for economic growth for the year, 
Mr. Sinai said. "The central bank 
will ultimately have to do more. 
That’s been die story the whole 
year, and it’s still the story." 

The Bush administration, faced 
with a presidential election next 
year, contends the recovery is 
here but has kept up pressure for 
lower interest rates. Most eco- 
nomists don’t expect the Fed to 
decide until after the next unem- 
ployment report comes out Sept. 
6 . 

Thursday's report, which 
showed layoffs dragging on and a 
failure by businesses to hire, may 
mean that the unemployment 
rate in August didn’t improve. 


either, analysts said. 

The nation’s jobless rate in July 
was 6.8 pier cent and the ranks of 
the unemployed totalled about 
8.5 million. That’s about 1.6 mil- 
lion more out-of-work Americans 
than when the recession started in 
July 1990. 

Earlier this month. President 
Bush signed legislation enabling 
him to extend benefits for the 
long-term unemployed, but said 
he would not exercise that au- 
thority on grounds that it would 
cost too much and was unneces- 
sary at a time of recovery and an 
improving jobs picture. 

But while cautioning that the 
jobless claims number can be 
volatile from week to week, pri- 
vate economists said Thursday's 
report — reflecting a second con- 
secutive increase in jobless caHms 
— demonstrates that the nation’s 
labour market is at a standstill. 

Moreover, analysts said, the 
economy apparently can’t sus- 
tain the rally that emerged a few 
months ago without even lower 
credit rates. 

"We know there was a snap- 
back in the spring, led by the 
production in autos and consum- 
er spending," Mr. Sinai said. 
“But the consumer side of it is 
fading, incomes remain anemic, 
auto sales look soft, and now 
the jobs picture looks soft.’’i- 

With mote than 400,000 Amer- 
icans fresh to unemployment 
lines in any given week, it will be 
difficult to mount any significant 
rebound in consumer spending, 
analysts said. Spending is expected 
to lead any recovery, because it 
accounts for about two-thirds of 
overall economic activity. 


Radical Yavlinsky gets job 
on Soviet economic committee 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union has opened the door to tbe 
creation of a capitalist market 
system, with President Mikhail 
Gorbachev naming radical eco- 
nomist Grigory Yavlinsky to a 
committee in charge of the col- 
lapsing economy. 

The appointment Saturday 
catapulted tbe 39-year-old whiz- 
kid of Soviet economics, whose 
ideas were once shunned, into the 
top level of economic planning 
and could lead to the resurrection 
of his “grand bargain" plan for s 
market economy. 

The plan, co-authored by ex- 
perts from Harvard University, 
was shelved last month after Mr. 
Gorbachev presented his own 
more cautious reform program-, 
me to leaders of the Group of 
Seven (G-7) major industrialised 
democracies in London. 

G-7 officials are due to meet 
shortly to discuss Soviet aid ia tbe 
aftermath of the failed coup by 
communist hardliners. The Yav- 


linsky plan calls for large doses of 
Western aid, which has so far 
concentrated on technical assist- 
ance. 

In his new position of power. 
Mr. Yavlinsky will be gjven a 
better chance than ever of 
pushing through the sweeping 
privatisation and price liberalisa- 
tion measures he feels are neces- 
sary to revive the economy. 

But much will depend on res- 
toring political stability and on 
cooperation from republics bent 
on quitting the union or at least 
demanding greater economic in- 
dependence and control over re- 
sources. 

Mr. Yavlinsky failed to get 
support from Soviet leaders twice 
before — for die “grand bargain" 
and for its predecessor the "500 
day" plan which he also co- 
authored. 

Mr. Gorbachev watered down 
the “500 day" scheme almost a 
year ago, blending it with a con- 
servative plan for gradual change. 


Even tbe compromise measures 
were not carried out after their 
approval by the Soviet parlia- 
ment. 

Instead, Prime Minister Valen- 
tin ■ Pavlov, one of the 

coup plotters, pushed ahead with 
his own anti-crisis programme, 
criticised by Mr. Yavlinsky as a 
recipe for economic disaster. 

Mr. Gorbachev, his authority 
slipping rapidly away in the after- 
math of the coup, was unable to 
resist pressure for change this 
week from the Russian govern- 
ment headed by Boris Yeltsin. 

Mr. Yavlinsky advises Mr. 
Yeltsin's government, focal point 
of resistance to the coup. 

Mr. Gorbachev Saturday 
named leading reformers to a 
four-man committee to run the 
economy, headed by Russian 
Prime Minister Ivan Silayev and 
including Mr. Yavilinsky, Deputy 
Moscow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov, and 
Mr. Gorbachev's associate 
Arkady Volsky. 


Boeing reports 17% rise in earnings 


SEATTLE, Washington (R) — 
Boeing Co, the world’s largest 
commercial aircraft manufactur- 
er. has reported second-quarter 
earnings 17 per cent higher due to 
a rise in commercial aircraft sales 
and reduced losses in its defence 
and space business. 

The Sea tie -based company said 
net earnings TOse to $454 million, 
or $1.32 a share, from $387 mil- 
lion, or $1.12 a share, a year 
earlier. Revenues grew 12 per 
cent to $7.81 billion from $6.97 
billion. 

Industry analysts said tbe earn- 
ings report was strong, but that 
tbe quarter contained an unusally 
high number of commercial jet 
deliveries. 

Boeing delivered 252 aircraft 


during the second quarter, in- 
cluding 104 of its popular 737 
twinjet and 32 Jumbo 747 jetlin- 
ers, compared with 216 deliveries 
a year eaerfier. 

Boeing said 17 customers 
ordered 84 jetliners valued at 
$6.7 billion in the quarter. A year 
ago. orders for 128 jetliners 
worth $11.5 billion were 
announced. 

The company said only a small 
number of aircraft deliveries are 
being rescheduled on request 
from airline customers, which 
have experienced a sharp reduc- 
tion in passenger traffic because 
of tbe Gulf war and the recession. 
So far no firm orders for jetliners 
have been cancelled. 

Tbe new chief of Boeing’s large 


jet development efforts says tbe 
company is evaluating the market 
for an aircraft even bigger than its 
747-400, currently the world’s 
largest commercial jetliner. 

John Hayhurst told Reuters in 
an interview that Boeing is con- 
sidering designs for a jet to carry 
between 475 passengers for dis- 
tances of up to 8.000 miles 
(12,875 km). 

“I would define the market as 
bigger than a 747-400... ranging 
from stretched versions of a 747- 
400 to an entirely new designs." 
he Said. 

Such a jet may be ready for 
delivery sometime after 1995 
when Boeing's 777 twinjet is 


scheduled for delivery, be said. 

Mr. Hayhurst’s remarks sug- 
gest Boeing might be able to 
deliver tbe new aircraft before 
the taiget date of 1997 or 1998 
suggested by a major airline cus- 
tomer. 

Stepben Wolf, chairman of Ual 
Corp’s United Airlines, said in 
June the airline had asked Boeing 
to consider building an aircraft 
that could fly np to 650 passen- 
gers. 

Mr. Wolf said it could be either 
an extension of the 747-400, 
which carries 400 passengers and 
has been highly profitable for 
Boeing, or an entirely new air- 
craft. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A fully-furnished apartment consisting of 3 bedrooms. 2 bath- 
rooms, kitchen and salon, with central heating. 

Location: Near the shopping centre at Umm Utheina. 

Please contact telephone 811092 between 2 & 4 p.m. 


Macintosh SE/30 computer, 5 MB RAM, 80 MB Hard 
Disk, Arabic-English keyboard. 

Phone: 659929 


Luxurious and spacious flat In Shmeisani. 
Area 420m 2 . Consisting of 4 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms; salons, dining room and pri- 
vate garage. 

Please call 677015 
from 3 p.m. — 7 p.m. 


Rental Furnished Apartment 

Location: 5th Circle-Jabal Amman, Abdoun Super- 
market. Consists of 3 bedrooms, telephone, shaded 
car park and all other services. 

Tel.: 819199 from 9-9 p.m. 


“GUEST HOUSE FOR LEASE” 

Furnished 4BR house, central healing, 2 lounges. 2 
bathrooms, a kitchen, large garden, BBQ area and 
carparks located in west Amman. 

Ideal for accommodating your staff or visitors on long or 
medium terms. Housekeeping, laundry arrangements 
available. 

Please call tel.: 829331 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Unused before a furnished 3 bedroom 
apartment, 3 bathrooms, large reception 
dining and sitting rooms, fully equipped 
kitchen. 

Call: 695096 4-6 p.m. 
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onn urges recognition 
Baltic states by EC 


BONN (Agencies) — Germany 
called on the European Com- 
munity Sunday to recognise the 
three Baltic states, saying such a 
move would contribute to stabil- 
ity in Europe. 

Foreign Minister Hans-Diet- 
rich Genscher said through a 
spokesman recognition of the 
Baltic states was urgently needed 
after the upheavals in Moscow. 

Mr. Genscher would hold pre- 
paratory talks with the foreign 
ministers of Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania in Bonn Tuesday, the 
spokesman said. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
spokesman said the question of 
Germany recognising the Baltic 
states would be discussed at a 
government meeting Wednesday. 

Political observers did not ex- 
pect Germany to go ahead and 
recognise the Baltic states on its 
own, but it would push hard for 
the 12-nation EC to do so. 

Mr. Genscher said the interna- 
tional communiy could contribute 
to stability in Eastern Europe by 
establishing diplomatic relations 
and starting comprehensive coop- 
eration with the Baltic states. 

“Russia's recognition (of the 
Baltic states) has created a new 
situation," said his spokesman. 
Harms Schumacher. "We must 
prepare ourselves for it.” 

Mr. Genscher predicted last 
week the Baltic states would soon 
be independent from Moscow 
and the Soviet Union would be- 
come a confederation of 
sovereign republics. 

Post- World War II Germany, 
like most Western countries, nev- 
er recognised the 1940 Soviet 
annexation of the Baltic states. 
Moscow seized the Baltics under 
the terms of a 1939 Hitler-Stalin 
pact dividing Europe with Nazi 
Germany. 

Belgium will push for a coor- 


dinated European Community 
(EC) decision to establish di- 
plomatic ties with the Baltic re- 
publics of Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Sunday. 

“We will be poshing for a 
meeting of the EC’s Political 
Committee in the coming days,'* 
the spokesman said, according to 
the Belgian news agency Bclga. 

He said Foreign Minister Mark 
Eyskens believed the independ- 
ence process had been speeded 
up by the failure of the hardline 
coup which briefly toppled Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Earlier, Danish Foreign Minis- 
ter Uffe EUemann-Jensen said 
Denmark would establish di- 
plomatic relations with the three 
republics as soon as possible, 
without waiting for the rest of the 
EC. 

"We are ready to set up di- 
plomatic relations with the three 
states and all practical arrange- 
ments have been put into effect,” 
he said in a statement in 
Copenhagen. 

Mr. EUemann-Jensen said de- 
velopments in the Soviet Union 
had made it possible for De- 
nmark to go ahead with diploma- 
tic recognition of the three Baltic 
republics. 

Non-EC member Iceland was 
the first country to offer formal 
diplomatic recognition to the 
three. 

Meanwhile, Soviet power, 
waning across the union, has sunk 
dramatically in the Baltics, as 
each of the three republics has 
intensified its push for independ- 
ence since the bungled coup 
against Mikhail Gorbachev. 

On Saturday, crowds of. 
Lithuanians shouted "killers” at 
KGB officers in the republic’s 
capital of Vilnius. The dreaded 
secret police agreed to curtail 


activities in Lithuania and Soviet 
troops withdrew from a police 
academy there. 

“We are free now, at lon^ 
last,” said Vidas Gibavidns, a 
52-year-old man who spent time 
in a Siberian prison camp. 

Pointing to tbe KGB building, 
be said, “that place is the last 
piece of the gulag.” 

Latvians, meanwhile, prepared 
to topple a statue of Lenin in 
Riga to hammer borne their un- 
willingness to seek no thing less 
than complete independence. 

In Moscow, Russian Federa- 
tion President Boris Yeltsin 
issued decrees formally recognis- 
ing tbe independence of Latvia 
and Estonia. Mr. Yeltsin had 
earlier recognised the independ- 
ence of Lithuania. 

The decree also urges Mr. Gor- 
bachev and other world leaders to 
recognise Estonia’s independ- 
ence, according to TASS, the offi- 
cial Soviet News Agency. Mr. 
Yeltsin’s successful leadership of 
resistance to last . week's foiled 
hardline coup against Mr. Gor- 
bachev has greatly enhanced his 
clout. 

Leopardi Mari, the Estonian 
foreign minister, said it was 
necessary for the Baltic states to 
move quickly because of the con- 
tinuing danger of a military coup. 
The Russian leadership win not be 
capable “of dismantling this pow- 
er structure immediately. The 
possibility of another coup re- 
mains." 

In Lithuania, Soviet elite In- 
terior Ministry forces drove away 
from tbe police academy in Vil- 
nius in armoured personnel car- 
riers. 

The notorious “black berets” 
had seized key sites in Lithuania 
in January, killing 14 people, and 
again occupied installations in the 
republic during last week's unsuc- 


Fighting 

resumes 


Soviets hail Gorbachev’s 
resignation from party 


after jet 
shot down 
in Croatia 

BELGRADE (R) — Fighting re- 
sumed across Croatia Sunday fol- 
lowing the shooting down of an 
zrmy fighter jet. an action that 
could signal a dramatic escalation 
of Yugoslavia's undeclared civil 
war. 

Croatian Radio said a member 
of the breakaway republic's 
National Guard was killed when 
villages inland from the Adriatic 
city of Split came under mortar 
and machinegun fire from Ser- 
bian guerrillas. 

It also said fighting was taking 
place at tbe other extreme of 
Croatia, at Bofovo Naselje and 
Vukovar in eastern Slavonia, 
where Croatian anti-aircraft gun- 
ners shot down a warplane on 
Saturday evening. 

Air raid sirens sounded in 
Vukovar, the radio said. 

The downing of tbe Galeb-2 
fighter was the first “kill" for 
Croatian gunners in a bitter Serb- 
Croat conflict that is increasingly 
becoming open warfare despite a 
declared ceasefire. 

The army was deployed in 
Croatia to act as a buffer between 
the waning sides, but Croats say 
it is arming and actively backing 
^Serbian guerrillas who are fight- 
ing to keep Serb-dominated areas 
within Yugoslavia. 

. The breakaway republic’s de- 
fence minister said Saturday 
Croatia would call for foil mobi- 
lisation and engage the army 
directly if land and air attacks did 
not stop by Aug. 31. 

More than 300 people have 
been killed in guerrilla skirmishes 
and mortar and machinegun 
attacks since Croatia declared its 
independence exactly two months 
ago, along with neighbouring 
Slovenia. 

The army said the fighter was 
lost while its planes were engaged 
in “routine exercise flights” over 
the tense eastern Slavonia region. 

It said tbe plane was bit by 
anti-aircraft fire while near Vuko- 
var. The pilot was forced to eject 
and was picked up uninjured by 
rescue services, and a second 
plane replied to the attack with 
machinegun fire. 

Both Belgrade Radio and Zag- 
reb Radio, which reflect their 
respective Serbian and Croatian 
bases and frequently give con- 
flicting accounts of fighting, said 
a second plane was brought down 
near Vukovar. 

Officials could not be reached 
to comment on these reports. 

The army has made several air 
attacks on entrenched Croatian 
National Guard positions in east- 
ern Slavonia. 

The focus of a war of attrition 
there is the key town of Osijek, 
some 30 kilometres from Vuko- 
var. 


MOSCOW (AP) — Disabled 
World War II veteran Lev 
Mokeyev put aside his cane, got 
down on his knees, and clasped 
his hands together in • victory 
when he heard Mikhail Gor- 
bachev resigned as Communist 
Party chief Saturday. 

"Why didn’t he do it earlier? If 
he had done it six years ago, this 
outrage wouldn't have hap- 
pened," he said. 

"Gorbachev’s still president of 
the country, but who elected 
him? I recognise only one presi- 
dent — Boris Nikolayevich 
Yeltsin," 

Soviets have accused Mr. Gor- 
bachev for several years of wast- 
ing precious time flirting with the 
West while denying his own peo- 
ple basic necessities such as food, 
decent housing and affordable 
clothes. 

When Muscovites learned last 
week that Mr. Gorbachev had 
been ousted by Communist and 
military hardliners, few felt sym- 
pathy for him until they realised 
he was being held prisoner at bis 
vacation dacha in the Crimea. 

But when Mr. Gorbachev re- 
turned to his post, many, espe- 
cially those who blamed the Com- 
munist Party for tbe coup, be- 
came anxious again to see him 
leave. 

"The best exit would be for 
him to resign as president now, to 
leave as a hero, a sufferer,*' said 
ballet teacher Alexander Klimov, 
standing with a group at the 
Russian Parliament building, cen- 
tre of resistance to the coup. 

“But ail depends on future 
events, what will be the attitude 
of the party and the Supreme 
Soviet toward him,” he said. 

Mr. Klimov’s brother, Vladi- 
mir. a bearded, stocky subway 
construction worker from the 
Byleorussian capital of Minsk, 
said Mr. Gorbachev’s biggest 
mistake was ignoring his own 
people. 

"Gorbachev did a lot for the 
country internationally, but he 
didn't care about what was going 
on inside the country,” he said. 

"Maybe it would be better if be 
became foreign minister.” 

Lyuda Smirnova, 20, an attrac- 
tive brunette medical worker, 
was angry that Mr. Gorbachev 
for so long appeared to turn a 
deaf ear to complaints about the 
party. 

"He’s a person who hasn't 
done anything for us. Maybe glaa- 
nost was something, but die sim- 
ple people haven't seen any 
changes whatsoever.” Ms. Smir- 
nova said. 

“Maybe he’s built up bridges 
between countries, but for his 
own people he hasn't done any- 
thing at all," she said. 

Across town on October 
Square, talk was not of Mr. Gor- 
bachev but of taking down a huge 
statue of Lenin. A bitter argu- 
ment ensued between an elderly 
woman, Raisa Filimonova, and 
two young men — a lawyer and 


an engineer. 

“We have to dear this thing 
out of here," declared lawyer 
Sergei Kofoplanikov. 

“It’s you we have to dean 
out,” declared tbe old woman, 
accusing Kofoplanikov and others 
producing nothing for society 
compared to the older genera- 
tion. 

The engineer, Konstantin Kri- 
vitsky, said that like many others 
bis family had suffered under 
orthodox communism. **My 
grandfather and grandmother 
were repressed,” he said. 

"Yes, and for what?” coun- 
tered Filimonova. 

Nikolai Gonchar, a top official 
of the Moscow City Council, told 
a couple dozen people gathered 
around tbe statue that the council 
would soon discuss removing it 
and other such monuments. 

Lenin’s party is still a strong 
ideal for some, inducting Anatoly 
Kleipik, a party political officer in 
his mid-40& who said he was 
drawn Saturday night to the Rus- 
sian Parliament building. 

“I am very sad. I am sorry, 
because I spent a lot of years, at 
least 30 years, in tbe party. I 
believe in socialism and I believe 
m it now,” be said. 

“1 want to live in a society 
where everyone can live freely, I 
believed is that, I believe in that, 
and the party is connected to 
that,” be said. 

Casino worker Alexander 
Podobny, 19, gave Mr. Gor- 
bachev credit for starting demo- 
cratic reforms. 

“He untied us, unbound the 
handcuffs that bound our hands 
together for a tong time, and 
helped us find a path towards a 
new world,” said Mr. Podobny, 
sporting as baseball hat and blade 
leather jacket with a “depeche 
mode” rock group button pinned 
to it. 

“If you judge by astrology, 
Gorbachev is Cancer and Yeltsin 
and Russia are Aquarius. I think 
now we’re in the age of Aquarius. 
For that reason, only Yeltsin can 
help Russia now," he said. 

Professors, students quit party 
in droves 

Dya Reznikov, the student 
council president at a Moscow 
University, made a painful dis- 
covery last week when he joined 
a protest at the Russian Parlia- 
ment against a hardline Com- 
munist coup. 

“My conscience and beliefs 
were on one side of the barri- 
cades, but my party membership 
card was on the other side,” said 
Mr. Reznikov, 23, a four-year i 
member of tbe Communist Party. 

On Thursday. Mr. Reznikov I 
quit the party. “I decided it’s j 
better to keep my conscience 
than my party card.” 

Reznikov was not alone. Class- 
mates and professors at Russian 
State University for the Humani- 
ties also began quitting the party 
in droves last week. 
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cessful coup. 

“They were armed to tbe teeth 
and their weapons were loaded,” 
Cesfovas Blazys, chief commis- 
sioner of the Vilnius police who 
negotiated their withdrawal, said 
of the Soviet troops. 

Deputy Prime Minister Zidmas 
Vaisklova said the changes in- 
volving the KGB would come 
after a transitional period. He 
siad tbe KGB will maintain some 
activities in tbe republic, but did 
not say which. 

In Moscow, the central KGB 
has been the target of widespread 
popular fury. Its chief, Vladimir 
Kryuchkov — who has been 
arrested and replaced — was one 
of the coup leaders. 

Estonian President Arnold 
Ruutel met with new Soviet KGB 
chairman, Vadim Bakatin. in 
Moscow Saturday to discuss li- 
quidating the organisation's 
branch in Estonia, the Estonian 
News Agency (ETA) reported. 

In Riga, a crowd of 1,000 
formed Saturday outside the 
KGB headquarters, which has 
been cordoned off by Latvian 
militia and ordered to turn over 
its files. Tbe crowd shouted at 
Communist lawmaker Yuri Bor- 
jas as emeiged from tbe building, 
demanding that be turn over 
documents. 


1 0 rebels, 
policeman 
killed in 
Sri Lanka 
ambush 


COLOMBO (AP) — Police com- 
mandos killed 10 Tamil rebels 
and lost one of their men in a 
fierce gun battle following a guer- 
rilla ambush in eastern Sri Lanka, 
military officials said Sunday. 


Saturday’s battle came after 
the Tamil Tiger rebels, who re- 
cently suffered a severe military 
setback in the north, agreed 
Thursday to allow a Tamil gov- 
ernment minister start peace 
talks. 


The military officials in Col- 
ombo said the policemen were on 
a routine patrol in Rufuskulam 
village in Ampara district when 
they were attacked by the guerril- 
las. Tbe village is 200 kilometres 
east of Colombo. 

Hie commandos found the 
bodies of eight rebels after the 
fight while the other militants fled 
with the bodies of two dead com- 
rades, said the officials, who can- 
not be identified under briefing 
rules. 


The li berati on Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), Sri Lanka’s most 
powerful militia, has been fight- 
ing since 1983 to set up an inde- 
pendent homeland in the island 
nation’s northern and eastern re- 


Oo Thursday, rebel leader 
Anton .’Balaanghanv told Tamil 
journalists in the Tiger-stron- 
ghold of Jaffna that his group will 
not obstruct Tourism Minister 
Savumiamoorthy Thondaman's 
efforts to work out a peaceful 
solution to the homeland issue. 


World leaders welcome 


Gorbachev’s resignation 


LONDON (Agencies) — As Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev 
resigned from the Communist Party and it began to collapse, world 
leaders indicated Saturday that they may be willing to provide more 
help to the Soviet Union but not before real reforms take bold. 
. “If the party’s gone, good riddance.” said Canadian Prime 
Minister Brian Muboney. *Tt was a small clique that dominated and 
corrupted the Soviet Union.” 

Mr. Gorbachev resigned as Communist Party chief and urged its 
central leadership to disband the institution that has ruled Soviet life 
for 74 years. 

It was a culmination of a-stunning Kremlin shakeup that followed 
last week’s failed coup. 

In Moscow. Genrik Borovik, member of the Soviet parliament, 
told Cable Network News (CNN) that Mr. Gorbachev's decision was 
inevitable: “It was not a great surprise. It was a logical element of 
events.” 

Mr. Mulroney said the dissolution of the party would mean more 
Western financial aid for the Soviet Union. 

“They get rid of the Communist Party, they’ll probably get more 
(aid) ... because we always viewed it, quite frankly, as a very grave 
structural inhibition to toe reform of the Soviet economy,” Mr. 
Mulroney said during a break hi a meeting of his Quebec caucus. 

The White House welcomed Mikhail Gorbachev’s decision to 
abandon leadership of the Communist Party. 

Bush spokesman Marlin Frtzwater, in a brief written statement, 
said of Mr. Gorbachev's decision: “We welcome this news as another 
step forward in tbe reform process.” 

At his holiday home in Maine, President George Bush said before 
news of Gorbachev's resignation was confirmed that the United 
States eventaully may be able to provide cash to the beteguered 
Soviet economy, but not before be knows “who we’re dealing with in 
these ministries.” 

In London, Prime Minister John Major had no immediate 
comment, but a Downing Street spokesman said: “The Communist 
Party has foiled tbe Soviet Union as it has failed other countries. 

. “The party’s imminent demise is unsurprising and welcome, the 
Soviet Union now has to find a just and democratic solution.” 

Earlier, Mr. Major indicated that Britain may be able to give more 
help to the Soviet Union as old power centres collapse. 

German Chancellor Helmut Kohl has called for other countries — 
especially Japan and the United States — to provide more aid. 

Mr. Major, in a letter to British opposition Labour Party leader 
Neil Kinnock, said, however, “to have given more instant cash aid 
would have achieved nothing — indeed we were not asked for cash. 

“It would certainly not have prevented the coup, which was led by 
those who thought reform had gone too for, not that it had foiled to 
go far enough.” 

. On Friday, Mr. Major announced that ranking officials of the 
United States and other G-7 countries would meet in Loudon within 
a week to begin a review of aid programmes in light of tbe 
fost-changing situation in the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Bosh, who hosts the leaders of Canada and Britain at hs 
Maine retreat this week, said be feels no pressure from allies to boost 
aid to tbe Soviets'. 

"I have not been contacted by any single member of tbe G-7 
(group of seven) with that in mind. Nobody has suggested that to 
me,” he said. 

Foreign Minister Roland Dumas of France wrote a letter to his 
Dutch counterpart, Hans Van Den Brock, demanding an urgent 
meeting of the foreign ministers of the 12 European . Community 
nations to weigh the consequences of Mr. Gorbachev’s resignation. 

“This decision signifies that the reform movement in the Soviet 
Union is accelerating, and that's something that must be taken into 
account,” Mr. Dumas said on French Radio. 

Germany cautiously welcomed Gorbachev’s resignation, sayingit 
would ease tbe way to reform. 

Bonn government spokesman Dieter Vogel said Mr. Gorbachev's 
exit from the party meant no immediate change in relations between 
Bonn and Moscow. 

Mr. Vogel said Mr. Gorbachev, as president of the Soviet Union, 
was now free to act without "taking into consideration a party which 
mostly stood in tbe way of comprehensive political and economic 
reform." 

"President Gorbachev's decision was taken in response to the 
starting of full-fledged reforms on a grass-root level towards 
democratisation and liberalisation,” Foreign Minister Taro 
Nakayama said in a statement. 

"Our country welcomes this decision.” 

Cuba silent on Soviet events 


Cuban news r dia gave ample coverage Saturday to events 
sweeping the Sov. Union, though the government still had no 
official comment since- President Gorbachev’s return to power. 

"Broad state restructuring begins in tbe Soviet Union,” read the 
main headline in the official newspaper Granma. 

For the first time since the foiled hardline coup this week, Granma 
published no articles from tbe Soviet News Agency (TASS), using 
instead reports from Cuban News Agency, Prensa Latina, Spanish 
News Agency (EFE) and uncredited stories. 


U.N. survey team tours 
northwestern Cambodia 


BANGKOK (AP) — As Cambo- 
dian leaders prepared for peace 
talks, a U.N. team visited the 
battlefields of Cambodia to deter- 
mine how to monitor a promised 
truce and halt in the arms flow, 
the Cambodian News Agency 
(SPK) said Sunday. 

The 12-member United Na- 
tions team led by Gen. Timothy 
Dibuama of Ghana beaded out 
into the field Saturday, visiting 
government positions in north- 
western Siem Reap and Oddare 
Meanchey provinces, said the 
SPK report monitored in 
Bangkok. 

At the headquarters of Divison 
286, tbe commander told the 


U.N. experts that despite the 
ceasefire, the guerrillas had 
"seized by force our positions, 
fired hundreds of sheik on our 
positions and planted mines,” 
SPK said. 


“The enemy forces intruded 
our zones to steal property and 
the people’s cattle,” it quoted the 
unidentified commander as 
saying. 


SPK indicated Division 286 was 
located iqThe Samraong district!' 
of Oddar' Meanchey province 
near the border with Thailand. It 
did not say which guerrilla faction 
allegedly carried out the trace 
violations. 



Raisa Gorbachev 


Raisa 

Gorbachev 
reportedly 
is not 

feeling well 


MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s wife, Raisa, 
has fallen ill since the attempt to 
oust her husband from power, 
presidential spokesmen said 
Sunday. 

Mrs. Gorbachev, 59, “is sick 
and is at home,” said Igor 
Malashenko of Mr. Gorbachev’s 
press office. The Gorbachevs 
were staying in their country 
home northwest of the city. 

- Mr. Gorbachev's chief spokes- 
man, Vitaly Ignatenko, said the 
first lady "is sick. But I cannot 
say it is serious.” 

Neither Mr. Ignatenko nor Mr. 
Malashenko would specify her 
ailment. 

"She hasn't been feeling well 
since being in the Crimea,” Mr. 
Ignatenko said. 

Asked whether she was receiv- 
ing medical care, Mr. Ignatenko 
said: “of course there is a doctor 
there, but one cannot speak ab- 
out treatment.” He declined to 
elaborate. 

- Mrs. Raisa Gorbachev was last 
seen In public walking off an air- 
plane at a Moscow airport after 
three days in captivity with Mr. 
Gorbachev, their daughter Irina, 
son-in-law Alexander and two 
granddaughters. 

Mrs. Gorbachev was walking 
atone and carrying one of the 
sleeping gfanddddrea in< her 
arms, witnesses said. 


"k" 


An official of the Russian StatC 
Defence Committee, Victor 
Samailov, said later that Mrs. 
Gorbachev “was completely heal- 
thy” when she arrived back in 
Moscow after the ordeaL 

The U.S. television network 
ABC reported Saturday that tbe 
Soviet president's wife was 31, 
quoting an unidentified Soviet 
spokesman. 

ABC also quoted Russian 
Prime Minister Ivan Silayev as 
telling it “that when he saw Mrs. 
Gorbachev — this was just after 
the coup foiled — she was suffer- 
ing from partial paralysis and 
from slurred speech: In his mind, 
signs that die could have suffered 
a stroke.” 


That report could not be con- 
firmed by the AP. 

At the outset of tbe coup, the 
Gorbachevs were isolated at the 
president's vacation retreat on 
the Crimean peninsula in the 
Black Sea. After tbe coup col- 
lapsed, they flew back to Mos- 
cow, landing early Thursday 
morning. 

At a news conference later 
Thursday, Mr. Gorbachev said 
that bouse arrest had been trying 
on his wife. 

“Raisa Maximovna and my 
daughter took it very hard. 
Yesterday, Raisa Maximovna 
was not well.” He did not ela- 
borate. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s glasnost re- 
forms have begun to break the 
seven-decade taboo on reporting 
details about the private lives of 
top Soviet officials and their fami- 
lies. 



S. Korean opposition 
leader arrested • 
for adultery 


SEOUL (R) — A South Korean V" 
opposition leader who became a 
frit too close to a supporter has f 
been arrested and charged with f 
adultery, prosecutors lave said. 




Lee Yong-Mee, 60, was being ^ 
detained in a Seoul prison after ^ 
his formal arrest Friday, they ' y 
said. Mr. Lee is a co-chairma&of /£$ 
the main opposition New Deino- 
era tic Party (NDP). -Mr. . Lee, . 
who is married, has been cfaargsd > ■- 
with having extramarital sexual 
relations at least four times with ' 

42-year-old campaign worker .* 

Yoon Chang-Soon. He was r*/--* 
arrested after Ms. Yoon’s ties- _ 

band complained to authorities. . j .~ _ 
Mr. Lee is the first legislator tp.be . % - 

arrested for adultery since ^he . . ... 
current National Assembly ses- 
sion opened in 1988, tbe official- .> 
said. NDP officials declinetf.fo, : 
commen* on Mr. Lee’s arrest',' It 
was unclear., if Ms. Yoon would 
be arrested. Adultery is agaipst t • 1 
South Korean law and prosecu- 
tions are not uncommon. . 


Thai diplomat held 
after heroin seized 
at London airport 


LONDON (R) — British customs 
arrested a Thai diplomat and four 
other men Saturday after seizing 
60 kilogrammes of heroin at Lon- 
don’s Heathrow Airport. Thai 
Prime Minister Anand 
Panyaracbun cancelled the accre- 
ditation of the unidentified envoy 
— a counsellor at tbe Thai 
embassy in London — lifting his 
diplomatic immunity, a customs 
spokesman said. “I very much 
welcome this cooperation and 
assistance from the Thai govern- 
ment which is entirely in line with 
tire excellent relationship we have 
enjoyed to date,” customs chief 
investigating officer Donglas 
TwedcBe said. The diplomat ar- 
rived on a Pakistan International 
Airways flight from Islamabad 
and was met by another Thai and 
three Pakistanis who were also 
detained at Heathrow. Customs 
officials had eartieT said four men 
had been arrested. The drugs, 
worth about £8 million ($14 mil- 
lion), were detected by sniffer 
dpgs and represented the biggit 
seizure of the drug in Britain this 
year, customs officials said. 
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Giant black opal 
found in Australia 


U.S. Democratic race narrowing focus on 2 contenders 


WASHINGTON (R) — While 
there is still a lot of time for 
surprises, the democratic race for 
the presidency appears to be nar- 
rowing to two major contenders 
who could lock up the nomina- 
tion early next year. 

Barring a change of heart by 
Texas Senator Lloyd Bensten or 
New York governor Mario 
Cuomo, analysts see the 1992 
presidential primary season shap- 
ing up as a contest between sena- 
tor Tom Harkin of Iowa and 
Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton. 

Democratic Party strategists 
are disappointed so many promis- 
ing potential candidates have 
bowed out of next year's race for 
the White House. 

Polls show Republican Presi- 
dent George Bush has great 
popularity among voters. 
Although he has not formally 
declared his candidacy, many 
observers consider him a 
favourite for re-election. 

• But Democratic operations 
acknowledge the four or five con- 


tenders likely to make up tbe 
field include at least Sen. Harkin 
and Mr. Clinton — the two cap- 
able of attracting the large sums 
of money and the public attention 
necessary to mount a credible 
campaign. 

Pitting Sen. Harkin, a midwes- 
teraer representing tbe party’s 
traditional liberal populist fac- 
tion, against Governor CUntcm, a 
southerner from the party’s mod- 
erate wing, could turn the prim- 
ary race into a struggle over the 
future direction of the National 
Democratic Party. 

A decision by Tennessee Sena- 
tor Albert Gore to keep out of 
the Democratic race because of 


narrowed tbe field of potential 
Democratic contenders. 

Earlier, West Virginia Senator 
Jay Rockefeller and House of 
Representatives Democratic 
.Leader Richard Gephardt of Mis- 
souri decided against challenging 
Mr. Bush. Black civil rights lead- 
er Jesse Jackson is said to be 


leaning against a third run for the 
presidency. 

Tbe sole declared candidate, 
former Massachusetts Senator 
Paul Tsongas, has foiled to excite 
voters and is discounted as a 
serious contender by party pro- 
fessionals. 

Others beades Sen. Harkin 
and Mr. Clinton, who have not 
yet declard but axe expected to, 
are Virginia Governor Douglas 
Wilder and former California 
Governor Jerry Brown. 

With 11 months remaining un- 
til the Democratic convention, 
which is set for July 13-16 in New 
York, the outlook remains fluid. 

"There’s likely to be an Octo- 
ber surprise, a November sur- 
prise and a December surprise,” 
predicted Demooatkr consultant 
Bob Neuman. 

The most significant of these 
would be a declaration of can- 
didacy by Sen. Bemsen, who was 
Democratic nominee Michael 
Dukakis's highly popular naming 
mate in 1988, or by Mr. Cuomo, 


Sen. Beutsen, who won respect 
from party professionals with his 
smooth 1988 ca mpai g ni ng under 
challenging areomstanoes, has no 
plans to ran out but not ruled out 
a 1992 race, aides say. 

Mr. Cuomo, the New York 
governor, “stfll has no plans (to 
run) and no plans to make 
plans,” a spokesman said. 

“The key time is now until 
thankgiving (in November),” said 
Democratic strategist Michael 
McCuny. 

“Party professionals will be 
looking to see whether the candi- 
dates in the race by then excite 
the voters and trigger the notion 
that there’s a race,” he said. 

If there is no visible swell of 
voter enthusiasm by that time, 
look to party professionals to 
Start working up plans to en- 
gineer the late entry of a big- 
name candidate such as Mr. 
Cuomo or Sen. Bentsen, party 
operatives predicted. 


PERTH, Australia (AP) — A 
giant black opal has been found 
in a remote area of Western 
Australia state, turning the Au- 
stralian prospector who disco- 
vered it imo an instant mil- 
lionaire, his agent said Saturday, 
Peter Milic found the 16*> 
kilogramme (36-Ib) opal alia 
claim in the northwestern part pf 
ffie state, said John McDonlag, 
executive director for Opal In- 
vestments of Australia. Milic hi$ 
been working at the site for two 
years. The opal was valued at '6 
million dollars ($4.68), McDbn-’ 
lad said. Milic, 49, also had dtaS 
vered two other stones, one 
weighing 4.6 kgs (10 lbs) and 
another weighing 159 granting 
(5.5 ounces), McDonald told An& 
straiian Associated Press. T& 
smaller stone has already been 
sold for an undisclosed sum, bixt 
McDonlad said the company was 
still deciding whether to cut the 
larger stones or sell them intact. 




Dire ^traits launched 




world’s biggest rock 




tour 


DUBLIN (R) — British gre 
Dire Straits won a. rousing feo 
tiou in Dublin Friday in launchi 
what was billed as the bigg 
tour in the history of rock mut 
Starting with a week in Irelsu 
the group will take in 24 countr 
on a two-year tour and read 
total live audience estimated 
7.1 million people. “No 0 tl 
band has ever undertaken a tc 
of this magnitude,” said a spofc 
jpanfor the organisers. D 
Straits had not given a live sh 
for five years folkwing the p; 
nomenal success of the Broth 
In _.^ nns album which sold 
muhon copies and is reputed 
be brggest-selling compact'd 
ever produced. The group’s l 
tour ended with disgruntled te 
singer Mark Koopfler saying 
was not sure there would ever 
another Dire Straits aibu 
, 7 1 - ^ * 8 tot more to fife tfa 
, ocm g m Brussels on a grey-4 
"*ba gig to do,” complain 
42, wbore bafrd^ 

Princess Diana. But Kaopff 
*«««*& his trademark Krerbw 
to: pin bac k fatt-rec 

gey hair, exuded 


J VUUI USM! 

Of toe new tour,i 
wrnades with tbe 
^ album. Oh Every®* 






